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Foreword

Thisis the age of rights. Human Rights have gained prominence to the extent that
there is no Government and individua, who does not speak about human rights today. The
perspective that human rights should be promoted not only in the legal aspect but dso asa
human vaue, has been strengthening the world over. The dimendons of human rights have
undergone change by the fast changes in the socid, economic, cultural and politica struc-
tures globdly. There are many differences in the global atmosphere that prevailed in 1948,
when the Universd Declaration on Human Rights (UDHR) was made and that of today
when fifty years have been completed since the declaration was made. Gone are the days
when only civil and political rightsfocussing on therights of an individua were spoken abot.
Today economic and culturd rights are dso given prominence. Globaization, the singular
economic policy that isbeing introduced theworld over, has posed new challengesto human
rights. Human Rightswhich had been viewed with asngular perspectiveisnow being viewed
with aplura perspective. These changesthat history gives and the growth that these changes
bring about, have paved the way to new laws, charters and covenants. At the sametime, the
question that has risen is, ‘ Are these declarations, covenants and laws sufficient to protect
humanity, to guard their intrindgc honour and dignity and to promote equdity, co-ordination
and tolerance among people? , Will it be possible to protect human rights only through the
laws that have been written and the ingtitutions that have been formed to protect them? If
protecting humanism is a culture, the redlity that exists today is thet there exists an opposite
culture that judtifies violaion of this. Human Rights Education was a result of thinking of
another dimension of sensitizing people beyond laws. Fifty years after the creation of the
Universal Declaration on Human Rights, after crestion of covenants on the rights of sections
like Women, Children, Refugees and Minorities, the Union Nations found that something
had gone wrong somewhere and proposed the UN Decade for Human Rights Education.

| have been working in various levels in the fidld of human rights since the past 25
years. | do not find happiness by functioning only as an advocate, who knows law, a human
rights activist and the person-in-charge of a human rights organization, in this day and age
when human rights violations are on the rise. The UN Decade for Human Rights Education
came asan answer to my longing that protection of human rightsis possible only when human
rights are promoted as a culture.

Along with me, dl my friends working in the fidd of human rights dso were of the
same opinion. It is as aresult of this unity of thought that human rights education has been
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introduced in Schools of Tamil Nadu. Thisis not thework of an indtitution or an individud, it
isagroup effort. It was made possible by the co-operation of hundreds of volunteers, educa-
tionists, resource persons and teachers. It is the enthusiasm of thousands of students which
has been driving us to function time and again.

Human Rights Education is neither a class-room oriented subject nor a syllabus
oriented education. It islife oriented. Since definite lessons are necessary even for lifé sval-
ues, lessons have been created. The lessons have been fashioned in such away that students
and teachers do not become opposite poles but become partners in the quest for human
rights. Thisisanew attempt in Tamil Nadu. So, there may be short comingsinthissmdl effort.
We drive to find good aspects even within the shortcomings. Congratulations to everyone,
who has contributed to this effort.

Henri Tiphagne
Executive Director
People’ s Watch — Tamil Nadu
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The Strengthening of respect for human rights
and fundamental freedoms

Thefull development of the human per sonality
and the sense of itsdignity

The promotion of understanding, tolerance,
gender equality and friendship among people

The enabling of all personsto participate ef-
fectively in a free society

The furtherance of activities for the mainte-
nance of peace




Preface

Why Human Rights Education?

Democracy isthe most spectacular revolution among the changes that the long history
of mankind has seen. Democracy isnot just apolitical ideology, it isapraiseworthy value. It was
in democracy that the focus was upon people. It is here that social history, which had been
glorifying supernatural powers and supremacy of an individual, started to focus on people, re-
spect their honour and dignity and place faith on them. This democracy made protection of
peopl€' s honour and dignity, a right. Then charters were made to protect this right and ingtitu-
tions were made to protect the charters.

Yes ! Democracy isan armour that protects people srights
The greatness of democracy liesin protection of rights.

In order to protect human rights through democracy, Democratic states created consti-
tutions. Not only the states but also at internationa level charters, conventions and laws were
made to protect human rights. And the member states of United Nations Organisation (UNO)
also accepted these and agreed to implement them.

Still, why?

Did the laws and charters that were created in written form for protection of human
rightsreally protect human honour? Did they safeguard human rights? Today, al over theworld,
human rights are being violated each day. Not only are the oppressed deprived of their right but
they are also unaware that they have certain rights. What isthe state of Human Rightsin India,
which has celebrated a golden jubilee of the constitution? The UN Decade for Human Rights
Education (1995-2004) is the answer that the United Nations found for this question. Laws
alone cannot protect rights. Since Rights are values of high stature that need to be protected, the
United Nations felt the need to promote it as a value, progressing beyond laws. It formulated
plansin such away that various sections of the society attain rights perspective. Human Rights
Education that is being implemented in schools and collegestoday isa part of this program. The
Government of India, which is a member nation of the UN has acknowledged this program of
the United Nations and has embarked on efforts to implement it.

Human Rights Education in Schools

The UN Decade for Human Rights Education insists on taking Human Rights Educa
tion to schools. Although awareness on human rights education is being created among various
sections of peoplein the country, human rights education has been introduced in schools for the
firgt timein Tamil Nadu.

Thisprogram isreviewed at the end of each year. Through thisreview, the impacts that
this education has created among students, teachers, inside the school campus and families
have been documented. Because of the tremendous growth of human rights education, the
‘Ingtitute of Human Rights Education’ now functions as an independent unit of People’ s Watch
— Tamil Nadu.
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Syllabus and M odules
<= Human Rights Education — An Introduction.
<= Child Rights
=  Women'sRights
The above-mentioned 3 modules have aready been prepared and introduced in schools.
= Environmenta Rights
< Cagte and Religion based discriminations.
= Rights of Refugees

The above-mentioned three modules are under preparation. Although these modules were
prepared by a small team of educationists, they have been enriched by the suggestions of
expertsin the field. Since this is the first effort in the direction of creating a module of human
rights education in Tamil Nadu, there might be many flaws in the creation. If the flaws are
pointed out, the team of educationists will be happy to correct them.

Module 1. Human Rights Education — An Introduction

This module which is to be introduced this year to the students of the 6" standard has
been a text book for the past five years in schools of Tamil Nadu. After 5 years, opinions of
experts and teachers, who taught the lessons, were sought, some necessary changes were
made in the module and now the revised module is being re-introduced. Since this module isthe
introductory text book for human rights education, it has been prepared in asimple style, bearing
in mind, the status and age of the students, who will be studying this, so that they can easily
imbibe what human honour and dignity are. Humanism is worthy of exation. Destruction of
humanism and how it can be protected from being destructed, forms the content of this module.
Instead of talking of rights, charters and laws aone, they have been given in a new form, by
which students can understand them as values.

This module consists of 4 sections.
1. Inquest of humanism
2. Destruction of humanism
3. Growth in humanism
4. Promotion and Protection.
Each section is further divided into smaller sections.
Syllabus Structure and method of teaching

Human Rights Education is education for life. So this is life education. Lessons and
method of teaching for life education cannot be like that of other subjects. Human Rights Edu-
cation is education through experience. It is an education that gives opportunities to teachers
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and students to share their experience. Conversation is the focus of this education. So, the
lessons and method of teaching them have been formulated in such a way that through these
conversations, the value of democracy isinculcated. Thisis not an evaluatory course nor isit a
classroom oriented subject. Lessons have been created in such away that the students do not
consder them a burden and instead learn them with joy.

Every lesson isintroduced by way of stories, dialogues, historic incidents, experiences,
speech of a character or through interviews. At the end of each lesson, selected portions from
the congtitution of India, the UN’s Universal Declaration on Human Rights and other Conven-
tions related to human rights are given.

In order to make the students imbibe the essence of the lesson, classroom exercises
and home exercises are given. The exercises are in such away that the students' human rights
perspective is strengthened. They are :

1. Quedtions

Group Study

Sharing in class

Drawing

Essay and Poem writing

L etter Writing

Sharing experiences of others

Sharing with identification — articles

© 0o N oo g~ WD

Interviewing

=
o

Marking true or false

B

Games
12. Inspecting Places
13. Submitting petition.

These exercises create awareness in students about themselves and their society. They
guestion thewrong values of subjugation that have been prevailing among people since agesand
help to promote human rights values. The exercises also help them to function on this basis.
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Part - | I

| N QUEST OF HUMANNESS

1. Human Yearnings
2. Community Life
3. Pluri Communities

4. Human Dignity
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Child
M other
Child

garden

M other
Child

Mother

Child

1. HUMAN YEARNINGS

Mummy! Mummy........
Why do you scream?
Y ou cut the thorny bush in the

Didn’t you?
Y es! What happened to that now?

That thorny plant has
again sprouted !

My God, we must cut it again.

YesMal Let uscut it!

(Mother carriesacurved knife and cutsthe new leaves and branches. After afew daysthe boy

who goes to the garden to play is surprised to see the new leaves in the plant again. He runs

back to his mother )

Child
Mother
Child
Mother
Child
Mother
Child
Mother
Child
Mother
Child

Why does the plant sprout again and again inspite of cutting it?
It islike that

Pease tell me mummy!

That plant also haslife, therefore...

Doesit have life?

Since it haslife it does not want to die.

Why does it not want to die? That plant is of no value to anyone
We have adso no use of it. But, that plant has life.

Therefore...

Since it haslife, it has ayearning to live!

Does only this thorny plant have that desire?



M other
Child

M other
Child

Child
Father
M other

Father
Child

Father

Child
Father
Child

Father
Child
Father
Child
Father
Child
Father

Child
Father

: My son! You are very intelligent, you ask very inquisitive questions.
. Pleasetell me, mal

. | have alot of work to do, ask daddy when he comes in the evening O.K.?
 Yes ma

(Evening — Father returns from office)

. Daddy! daddy! Mummy is very bad.
. Why? What happened?

. He has been continuoudy asking questions since morning.

You will be dbleto handle him.

: What my son?

. Was there not a thorny plant in our garden? Mummy chopped it off last week.

Today it has sprouted. It is not at all required by us. Then why does this plant
sprout again? | asked mummy. Mummy tellsmethat it also hasadesiretolive. It
yearnsto live. What is meant by yearning.

. All the creaturesin thisworld yearn to live — like to live. Thisyearning is

common to everybody, everything, my son.

. If yearning is natural then isit not unfair to cut it?
. You areright!

. If plants possess this yearning, then men should also haveit.

Isit not, daddy!

. Certainly. Everyone has desires or yearnings.
: Do you have any yearning, daddy?

. | have, Your mother aso has. You aso have!
: Metoo? | do not yearn for anything.

: No, no! you certainly havel

: How? daddy!

- Don’t you think that we should buy you whatever you desire. Don't you think that
you should be taken to festivals? Don't you think that we should buy toffees for

you? Like this you may have so many desires.

. Isit yearning daddy?

Some may desireto go for higher studies. Some may long to become devoteesto
God. Some may yearn to have good hedlth. Some yearn to be treated with
equality. Some desireto be free. Like thisthere are so many yearnings!
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Child : What can we do about these things?

Father : Wearehumanbeings. Sowe should
own
yearnings, but also try to understand
and respect others' yearnings too.

not only worry about our

Child : My neighbour Mdlikais not going

yearning to go to school Daddy?

the longing for life

Child : Then daddy, please tell me, When

would manifest themsalves in our minds?

Father : Good question! This longing is with us since our birth. It would be aways in our
mind. It isvisible when a person isin difficulty. Look! | have some news paper
cuttings. | would read someof theevents. Listen carefully. Thenyouwill understand

what | said.

Human Yearnings 1

Source: Human Scape — May 2002

Sangeetha, Age 14. She is a Ddlit girl, who
bel ongs to the community whose occupation is
to remove human excreta. The class teacher
doesnot dlow her to Sit dong with other sudents.
Sheismadeto st doneinthelast bench. Though
sheisgood in studies, she hasto discontinue her
studies since she istreated so. Shetellsasocia
worker, “1 wanted to become adoctor. But my
dreamshave been shattered.” Another boy says,
“Our classteacher instructs me to Sit in the last
bench. Are we not human beings? Don't we
havedignity? Don’'t we have the desireto uphold
our dignity? Won't they treat us equally and on
apar with others?



Human Yearnings 2

Lying on hisdeath bed, the old man ismurmuring
something. Y ou know what he says? He says
he needs six feet of land to bury after he dies.
There is no buria ground in the locality where
heisliving. He has already given a petition to
the District Collector. He has stated in that
petition “1 am struggling for life.

There is no cremation ground in our locdity. | don’t want to put others to difficulties after my
death. Therefore, kindly arrangefor acremation ground and let my soul rest in peace.”

-Tamilan Express 20.2.2002

L akshmi(32) Chennai. She was set ablaze by her husband. Shewas sdlling flowers
for her livelihood. Her husband was a drunkard. He used to drink and thrash his wife.
One day, while quarrelling, he poured kerosene over hiswife and set fire on her.. Luckily
she escaped death. At present, she lives
with her children. Her wholebody isscarred
and it speaks volumes about her maritd life.

Y ¢, sheprefersto live with her husband!
When asked why sheis till living with that
husband, do you know what her reply is?
“Who will look after my four children?

Considering the future of the children| have

withdrawn the case -and put up with him.”

-India Today July 25,2001.



Human Yearnings4

Janu isonly 30 yearsold. She belongs to the
state of Kerala. She has established therights of three
lakh tribal people by her determined fight. The tribas

because of their ignorance had lost their landsto others.

Andredising that that wasthereason for al their woes,
she organised the tribals and formed an association.
They struggled together and got back their lands. The Keraatribals hold Janu astheir goddess

who has saved them.

Kaiammal’s belongs to Chennai. Her father got her married off to an old man for
money. Shedid not like to live with him. So she returned home. Her father who wasliving on
his aged wife's income, suddenly died. All these events made Kaiammal mentdly ill. Not
knowing where she was going, she boarded atrain and got down at Chennai Central station and
shewas admitted in alunatic asylum as per the orders of the Magistrate. Sheisdtill there. She
is completely cured of her mental illness, now. However, her people are not ready to take her
back home. “I have becomenorma now. My peoplewho call on me on occasionslike Degpaval
know this. Yet no oneisready to take me home. If my brothers are informed of my recovery,

they would takemehome. Itislongsincel met al of them. Will you please make arrangements?’.

5.5.2002 Dinakaran, free supplement

Child: I am much disturbed daddy. Now | understand that there are hidden desiresin

everyone’ smind.



TYPES OF YEARNI NGSI

We have aready seen that the desire to live is common to dl living beings, of dl the
living beings, Man has more desiresthan other beings. Shall we discover what these yearnings

or desires are?

e
T S s /1 Desi lating to physi \
. ~ 5 ) Desire relating to physique
'f)};, ' G f RN = )
it i~ Don'tyou long to be free
¥ = —_ - -
) E from fever, cold or headache?
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6) Longing for material things

[ want a good shirt like that
of my friend. My parents should
buy me all the books as soon as

the school opens. They must give

Qwe pocket money everyday. /

Theright tolivein peacerequiresthat political, economic or social activities
of the state, the corporate sector and the civil society should respect the
security of all peoples, especially of vulnerable groups. People must be
ensured security in relation to thenatural environment they life, the political,
economic and social conditionswhich permit them to satisfy their needsand
aspirations without recourse to oppression, exploitation, violence, and
without detracting from all that is of valuein their society,

(Article 4-3, Asian Human Rights, Character; a People’s Charter, 1998)




ﬂ)Longingforknowledge: \

My knowledge should
improve, | should get good
teachers. | need all kinds of
books. There should be a lot of

facilities in the school for me to

& y

_ Néw Indian Express

Training programme on lorture medicine
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/3) Longing for relationshia
My father and mother

should be affectionate to me.
My teacher should speak to

me lovingly. My classmates

Kshould relate well with me. /

6 Longing for creative worm

| have a great desire to
draw. Any scene | see, | long
to draw. When any one sees
me drawing at home they
always scold me and ask me
to read my lessons. | yearn to

Qeep on drawing. )

A child’s full development is possible only in an atmosphere
of happiness and affection.

Preface to the agreement on the rights of children by U.N. - year 1989.




6) Longing for an honest or
truthful life

My classmates have a lot of

cash on them. They cheat their

parents saying that they need cash to
buy books or note books. | do not like
this. I wantto speak truth always. On

the other hand, some of my friends

do not bring lunch at all. If asked why,
they say they have no money to buy

food. It disturbs me when | see and

hear of such things. Why do some

people remain poor while some others

arerich? I wish everybody gets what
&e/she needs. )

ﬁ) Longing for belief in Goa

| have great faith in God.

But, | don’t understand why
violence is perpetrated in the

name of gods and religion. | long

%:‘;:' 1 ‘.-h ) \for religious harmony. J




ﬁs) Longing for Social Status \

My father cleans latrines for
livelihood. | studied upto 8" standard.
Then dropped out due to poverty. But
the desire to continue my studies is
always there. Not only that. | wished
to become a Doctor, but it did not
happen. | wish that at least in my next

birth my dreams come true. This is

the longing of 14 year old Suguna.
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[9) Longing for independence\

My name is Meera. |am
studying in ninth standard. My
brother is studying in 8" standard.
Every evening my brother would
play with his friends. But | am
denied the privilege of playing
because, my mother says, as a girl,
| should remain in the house. So, |
remain shutin the house. |sincerely

desire that | should also be allowed

to play with my friends like my
brother.




EXERCI SE TO BE GUI DED BY THE TEACHERI

All the exercises given in this book should be done on the guidance of the
teacher.

Class Exercise

1. A. You have read about the longings of various kinds of people! How do you fed after
reading them?
(a) Worried (b) Surprised  (c) Happy (d) Nothing
B. What Rights have the following logt in their lives?
- Rights lost by Sangeetha
- Rights lost by the old man
- Rights lost by Lakshmi
- Rightslost by Kdiammal

C. How does the yearning of Janu differ from the yearnings of others?

D. What isthe reason for their different unfulfilled yearnings?

2. A. Read out to the class the reasons why your father goes to work.

C. Why does the teacher teach the lessons? Write down the basic reasons for it and discuss
in the class.

3. A child which was playing near thewell tumbled over something and suddenly dipped into the

All have a right to live in peace without being involved in

violence.
- Asian People Human Rights Document, 1988
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well. You happento seeit. But you do not know swimming. What will you do? Why?
a) Students should share their views.
b) And finaly the teacher would summarise and give his her views.

4. Either you or somebody holdstightly to ahen or any other domestic anima in the house What
would be its fedlings (a) you share your views with the class. (b) Findly the teacher would
summarise and give hig’her views.

5. Keeping thetitle of the lesson in mind (a) you write out an imaginary interview with any of the
living beings you like most (bacteria, creatures that crawl, birds, animals, vegetation, trees and
any other thing. (b) Share thisin the class room.

6. List on asheet of paper, your recent fulfilled and unfulfilled yearnings under separate headings.

Fulfilled year nings Unfulfilled yearnings
a a
b b.
c C.

7. Select two of your important longings and write them on a sheet of paper without mentioning
your name and leave it on your teachers table. Then the teacher should compile the points
together and hold adiscussion with the students and deliver his/her collective view and share hig/

her thoughts.

8. One student should read out the poem given here loudly and other students should repesat it.
After the reading is over, they should list the longings of the living beings on the blackboard.

Every person hastheright to the protection of the law against abusive attacks
upon his honour, her/his reputation, and her/his private and family life.
(Article5, American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man, 1948).

12



VIBRANT LIFE

Wherever we look we notice vibrant life. Chop off a plant, new
leaves come up. Trim the Rose plant, new tender leaves sprout. Catch a
butterfly, it will flutter its wings. Release it, it would fly away with joy.
Just poke a caterpillar, it will coil into a ring instantly. If left as such, it
will uncoil after a while and continue its journey. Touch a snail, it will
withdraw its head inside its shell-house. Then sometime later it will
draw its head out and continue its peaceful journey. A dog hit by a stone
barks. It says its very life has been affected. The baby cries, it is hungry
for milk. Milk is necessary for it to live. The students shiver with fear at
the sight of the cane in the hand of the Teacher. If he is caned, his
emotional life is affected.

The doctors check the pulse, to measure the dying spirit of life.
So wherever we look, life throbs. That is the Vibrancy of life!l Yearnings
for life! So, my dear children, we shall let living things live. So we shall
fulfill the yearnings of living beings. Let us allow a thousand flowers to
bloom.

And let thousands and thousands of lives greet you heartily!

Home exercise

9. Tak to one of your friends/ girl / boy and an old person and find out their longings

Longings Friend/girl friend/boy Old man

Longing 1

Longing 2

Longing 3

Human beingsarelikethe partsof abody. When a part of the body
isaffected, the other parts of body do not remain quiet and they too
get affected similarly. Similarly, when a member of the society is
affected other memberswill not remain idle.

13



2. COMMUNITY LIFE

All of you know about M.G.R. who was

the Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu. He hasacted
in many films. In “ Adimai Penn” (Slave

Woman), he playstherole of aprince. Thevillian

of the story killstheking and imprisonsthe prince.

The Princeisputin anisolated cell. He spendsall

his childhood in the prison and isreleased in hisyouth. Do you know what happens? He cannot
speak. He cannot stand erect. He remains hunch — backed. Therefore he does not move with
anyone. Hejust stares at everybody. He did not possess the knowledge that was expected of
him. When he sees people, helooks at them in astonishment. After sometime, after he comes
into contact with people, he dowly startsrelating to people. Helearnsthe language. Heisable
to identify people and associate with them.

What do we understand from this story?

That child which is shown in the picture was aso born into a family like us. But that
child did not get the opportunity to live with his Father and Mother, like us. He was kept secluded
from the whole society too. Because of that he could not speak. He could not recognise
anyone. He had no knowledge of anything around.

A manisborninto asociety. He getsreal knowledge when he livesin asociety. He
learns everything from the society. He establishes communication with his father and mother
and other relations. If he lives alone, he will not beaman at al. So we call man asocia animal.

Suppose a new born child is adopted by a foreigner and taken to that country. It is
brought up there. Will that child speak Tamil or the language of the Country in which he is

brought up? Certainly it will speak the language of the country where it is brought up. It will
14



imbibe their culture because society is made up of people. If there are no people, thereis no
society. People establish relationships with one another. We are born in a family. We live
amidst our father, mother, brothers and sisters. We get annoyed if someone finds fault with our
father or mother or brothersand sisters. We will react if anybody harms them. Wearebornin
afamily. But, do we have relationships only with our family members? A family relaionship
enlarges into a relationship with the people of our village. Like that it extends further to one's
country. Thisrelationship isanatura one. Wewill get angry, if the family members are harmed.
We will get angry if someone spesks ill of our village. We will explode into action if any

foreigner speaksiill of our country.

Do we not watch the game of cricket?
Why do we earnestly wish that our
country wins when it plays against
another country? How excited we are

when our country wind And when it

loses, how worried we are!l Are
cricketersour family members? No, then

why do we worry?

We call thisinvisible relationships!

Indigenous and tribal peoples shall enjoy the full measure of human rights
and fundamental freedoms without hindrance or discrimination... No form of
force or coerction shall be used in violation of the human rights and
fundamental freedoms of the peoples...

(Article 3, International Labour Organization: Convention Concerning Indigenous and Tribal Peoples in
Independant Countries, 1989)
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Take for instance, animals. They live in jungles. They live in herds. See the deer.
They would remain together, they would feed together. Assume, a hunter kills one of them.
What do the deers do? Will they question the hunter as to, why he killed one of their mates?

Will they stand up together to attack the hunter? No, they smply run away for their dear
life. If aman from avillage, goes to another village and assaults a man of that village, what do
the people of that village do?

They attack him. Deerslivein herds. But they do not have the sense of kinship. Ina
society where peoplelive together collectively, thereiskinship. Each would share the happiness
or the sorrow of the others. Therefore we say man is born in asociety, livesin a society and
diesin asociety.

Classwork

1. Imagine you are settled in some place, other than your native place. What would be your
feelings?

Mankindisan inseparableandindivisiblefamily. All themembers
of the family are also responsible for any wrong act If any one of
the member does something wrong, all othersare also responsible
for that

- Mahatma Gandhi
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2. Some of you might be in the hostel away from the family. What would be your feglings?

3. Imagine the feelings of an orphan whose parents are not aive and write them down.

4. Youarelocked up in aseparate room for two days and it has been ordered that you shall not

meet anybody or speak to anybody (a) How will you fed? (b) Why do you fed like that?
(c) What lessons do you learn from this?

5. Human beingisasocia animal but some among them refuse to live asa Community. What
could be the reasons.

Any section of thecitizensresiding in theterritory of India or any part
thereof having a distinct language, script or culture of its own shall
have the right to conserve the same.

(Article 29.1, constitution of India)

It shall be the duty of every citizen of India to value and preserve the
rich heritage of our composite culture.

(Article 51A, Constitution of India)
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A poem in ancient Tamil Literature “Purananooru”, gives the
answer of a poet when he was asked ‘Why does the world exist
eventhough there are different kinds of discrimination based on

class, race, colour, sex?’ He answered, that the world still exists

because there are people who are so selfless and who live for

others. 7

Homework

6. After you have learnt thislesson, do you want to live with one another with society?
If the answer is‘yes, state the reasons.

1. (a) You will draw a picture describing human being as a sociad anima and bring it to the
class.

(b) You give these drawings to your teacher the next day
(¢) Exhibit them for everybody to see.

(d) Each student chooses a drawing other than hisher own. Share your views that the
drawing gives you in relion to this lesson with the dass.

(e) Lagtly the teacher would share higher collective opinion with the sudents

A man should respect another man without
discriminating against him.
(Article 28. African document 1981 of human rights and people’s rights)
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3. PLURI COMMUNITIES

Dear students!

Today we are going to read a lesson on our

country India, our motherland. We say, weare children

of thiscountry. | am going to test your knowledge about

our country. Every one of you should stand up and give

different facts about our country! o.k.?

Students :
Teacher

Student 1 :
Student 2 :
Student 3 :
Student 4 :
Student 5 :
Student 6 :
Student 7 :
Student 8 :
Teacher

Student 9 :
Student 10:

OK. Sir,

Yes, begin!

Indiais an ancient country.

Indiais abig country.

Thisis the land where Gandhi was born.
Indiais a sub-continent.

The capitd of Indiais Delhi.

Severd languages are spoken in India.

It isaland of many races.

There are many religions here.

Good, Wonderful! Is there anything else?
There are various customs and cultures.
We areliving in unity.

All of you have said good points. Now | would liketo ask you aquestion.

Some students mentioned that there are many languages, many religionsand
many ethnic groups. But, you dso say we are dl living in unity. How isthis

possible?

Protection of interests of minorities

(1) Any selection of the citizens residing in the territory of India or any part
thereof having a distinct language, script or culture of its own shall bave the
right to conserve the same.

Art. 29 (1), Constitution of India
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Student 1 :

Student 2 :

Student 3 :

Student 4 :

Teacher

Student

Teacher

Student
Teacher

Student

Teacher

You are correct, Sir, | think it is not good to have so many different groups.
There would be no peace. Confusion alone would prevail.

There should be only onelanguage, one race and one culture. Otherwise, unity is
impossible.

It iswrong. There are many kinds of flowers in our garden and just becuase
there are so many varieties,the garden looks beautiful.

(But each variety of plants is not equal in number). One variety is more in
number, and another variety is less. Can we views al these varieties equally?

- Somekinds of plants may be more in number and some others may beless. Yet

al plants should be looked after with equal attention. All plants, be they less or
more, havelife. Wemugt dl redlisethat each plant hastheright to live. Similarly
if all mgjority or minority communities, upper - caste or lower - caste, devel oped
language or didect are treated equaly, there be no problem in our country.

. If treated equally will unity come on its own accord?

- Certainly, when people are treated dike there will not be any discrimination. Not

only that —we should also accept thefact that these differencesarenatural.
We should also accept that everyone has aright to speak hislanguage and everyone
has a right to worship the God of his choice. We must recognise the individua
characteristics of each other. If done like that there would be no confusion.

: Would you explain thisin detail sir?
: Yes, sure.

Just asthere are several varieties of plantsin agarden, there are several kinds
of human beings in a country. All cannot be the same but they have to be

united, Do you understand?

. If so, Indid s beauty liesin this plurdity.

- Surely. That iswhy, we have divided our country into various states, and we have

passed laws to protect one's language and  culture, though Indiais one.
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You are going to a shop to buy
a doll. What do you see there?
Just only one kind or various
kinds of dolls? Talking dolls,
walking dolls, singing dolls, My
God! How many kinds! Won't we
buy the doll we like the most?
If there is only one kind, Can

we buy the doll we like?

One kind of doll - Singular ? 2
Several kinds of dolls - Plural? AT

Do you want Singular or Plural?

Let usrecall the previouslessons. Everyone hasthedesireto live. The desire might be
that of individuas. It might be the desire to live collectively. An individua lives as part of a
group and in harmony with others. Even though he/she might be a member of a group, he/she
might recognise and respect the other groups and live in harmony with other groups. Thisis
what we cal plura society.

A garland with a variety of flowers

How many kinds of flowersarethere?

Each flower isdistinct in colour, individualistic in character.
Which oneismorebeautiful ? Which oneisnot? Doweevaluate
likethis? No. We admire all the flowers.

Though they are bound together they add to the beauty without
losing their individuality. Have you observed this?
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Class - work
(1) @ What are the three important views/ things you like the most in this lesson?
b) Why do you like them?

¢) Share your views with the class
Thingsyou like most Reason

2. (&) Bringaplant from the school garden
totheclass. Look at the various parts
of the plant.

(b) What do we learn when we look at
it with dl the parts duly integrated?

(c) How do they work unitedly?

Two eyes - but a single vision.
Fivefingers- yet they function in unison.
A great variety of organs - but they constitute a single body
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Home wor k

(3) Each student must bring a flower form home and arrange al of them in the flower vase on

the table. What message does these flowers convey to us? Share it with the class

(4) Which one do you like— plura or singular?

(a) Draw picturesin the squares. (b) using colour pencils give them appropriate
shade. (c) state whether you like Singular or Plurd

4 ) 4 )

Plural

Rose Lotus Jasmine Lily

(
-

[ \ Singular [ \

Lotus Lotus \Lotus Lotus

J

Wereaffirm that discrimination between human beings on grounds of race, colour
or ethnic origin is an obstacle to friendly and peaceful relations among nations
and is capable of disturbing peace and security among peoples, and the harmony
of persons living side by side even within one and the same State.

(Preamble, UN Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, 1965)
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4. Human Dignity

It wasan idol of Lord Buddha. It wasmade of clay. A group of People
weretaking it to another place, to keep it safe. On the way there was
a heavy rain. Theidol made of clay began to dissolve. People who
noticed it were worried. Then a wonder took place. Buddha's eyes
and then his face, hands and legs and the whole body melted down
and that idol became gold and it glittered. Fearing the safety of the
idol, the elders had coated the golden idol with clay.

We are also like that idol. We have forgotten the golden
Buddhain side us.

-Ananda Vikatan 21.04.2002

Real incident 1

Mentally ill patients charred to death

1 ——
There are 16 mental asylums at Erwadi. Some 650 j E‘{, ?& %ﬁ’:uﬂ-a_"ﬂ

: Ve
mental patients are housed there. The asylum keepers ~bindt ! ,_\ﬁﬁzfg:'?r—-—i =
) .'.‘:_'?f- _ JI"\\..)' S’
have been collecting Rs.500 to Rs.1500/- per head per 3 IE%’: 3 L”:%;;\%_ﬁff
month from each patient. But even toilet facilities are not ‘ 5}1 f]’, ReA
b AR N
there. Patients will be given food only once a day. 'T‘* i‘ \\_‘f\'-;-‘g}g 5‘ i | 4 3
S

Even this may not be given on some days. Sometimes
they would give only stale and rotten food. 11 patientswho had eaten thisfood have died sofar.
The tragedy is that only two families have come to Erwadi, to see their relatives kept in these
asylums after the fire accident which claimed 28 lives. When the Government announced a
compensation of Rs.50,000/- this number increased to 15. More than one have clamed
‘ownership’ of one patient.
Even aweek after the incident, less than 100 patients have been taken home by their families.
No one has cometo take back about 400 mental patients. Even those who take back the patient

are doing so, only at the insstance of the police, a warden reported.

India today August 22,2001
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A Dummy Panchayat Board President

Incident 2

“There are three tea stalls in our village.
Thereis a separate glass for me. It is of course an
eversiver tumbler. But they would keep it separately.
They will pour theteain it and giveit to me. After
drinking, | must duly wash it and place it back.

They assaulted me on the election day.
Somehow | managed to escape. | have won the
election. But what is the use? It is now 5 years
since | became the president of the panchayat.

“They havenot dlowed meto functioninthe
panchayat office. | would be sitting in the Panchayat
Board mestings like a dead-weight. Others would
speak and take decisonsand | smply sign.Grievance
day was held in our panchayat. Collector aso came.
| paid money out of my pocket and prepared meals by hiring the services of other caste people.
But | could not sit and dine with them. In the village al the people would add “ da” (addressing
inthe singular) asasuffix to any word addressed to me and my children asamark of disrespect.
We would fedl humiliated but we cannot even call them by their names.

The boys of other caste people would not relate with the boys of our caste. My son who
has studied 12" standard has run away from the house without telling aword to me, as he could
no longer bear the insult of taking teain atumbler or glass kept separately for our community
and walking barefoot out of compulsion. | am still searching for my son. | have been undergoing
this insult for the past 43 years. No change has come. | do not hope that the situation will
change. | have trained my children to walk bare foot and to live without tea. My father had
never been to the tea stdl, as he did not want to be an object of insults. He had a dignified life
and even death.

Do you want to know who has said al this? A Panchayat Board President.

Kumudham Reporter 14.02.2001

HUMAN DIGNITY

It isthe goal dreamt of
by every human person,
that which is aspired for
by every human community or social groupy
Women and men,

young and old yearn for this.
Dalits and Adivasis desire this;
Teacher and students,

mothers and fathers want this.
This desire isin everyone of us.

All of us fed the need for it.
|
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Incident 3

People for Sale

& The people living in this region have been sdlling kidney — for the past 10 years. Asa
result, many are suffering endlesdy. Most of the kidney donors are lepers.

& Arumugam who had sold his kidney for maintaining his family fell ill. His wife
sold her kidney to save her husband. “He has sold his kidney to save alife. Now for
hisown survival he needsakidney. Rs.20,000/- (Rupees Twenty Thousand) isrequired
for this. Wherewill | go?’ So cries Parvathi

& Mary has sold one of her kidneys a month ago to run her family. Now sheisill. Added
to this, sheis aso carrying a child.

Incident 4

Untouchability

This is a village in Erode district. A woman, belonging to scheduled caste was ap-
pointed as acook in the Nutritious Meal Programmein aprimary school there. The upper caste
people did not like it. They opposed her appointment and gave an application to the Head
Master to transfer her. The Head Master did not oblige. Therefore they sent their children to
school with their lunchin abox. Many parents demanded Transfer Certificates and created a
problem.

Do you know what the youth have to say? We would not give up in the matters of caste.
If a woman of lower caste makes the food for noon meals who would et that in the village
which hasastrong caste bias?” What do the women of thisvillage say? “Wedon't likeit.” The
Government can pass any order. We cannot change our caste practices for the sake of the
Government. We prefer to provide lunch to our children. Isit wrong?

Kumudham Reporter, 13.1.2002

HUMAN DIGNITY

Recognition of the inherent dignity and of the equal and inalienablerights
of all members of the human family is the foundation of freedom. Justice
and peace in the world.

(Preamble, Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 1948).

The peoplesof the United Nationshavereaffirmed their faith in fundamental
human rights and in the dignity and worth of the human person, and have
standards of lifein larger freedom.

(Preamble, UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 1989)
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Incident 5

Children as Bonded Labourers

“These children have been working in the looms from the age of nine. Assoon asthey
join work, the employers would give an advance of Rs.3000/- It is amost like mortgaging the
children. From morning seven until night, they must work on the looms continuoudy with no
interval. They are paid only fifty to sixty rupees. Until the advance amount isrepaid thereisno
escape from this. Tamilarasan who has recently died had a so been pledged for three thousand
rupees. He worked only for a few days. He was blamed for something and he died. An
affected person asks, “Do you know how many children have been pledged like this at
Kancheepuram?’

“A little girl mortgaged just a year ago unable to bear the atrocities, set fire to herself
and died. Another girl goesfor work with awound on her neck. If mortgaged during the month
of Margazhi (Dec-Jan) the children should work for more than eighteen hours a day. Do you
know how many children have committed suicide because of the above atrocities?

-Kumudham Reporter 18.9.2001

Don’t you think these incidents question the very concept of human dignity?

& What happens to their dignity when children become bonded |abourers?

& Why was the Panchayat Board President not considered a human being?

& Why were mentd patients not treated as humans beings?

& When the cook of the Nutritious Meals Programme happened to be a scheduled caste
woman, why should they refuse to eat the meal?

& There might be people of different kinds. But what istheir common character? That
isdignity. When dignity is denied, right of existence and life are denied.

5.5 Dignity denied & &5 Right denied & & Humanism denied

\

Werecognisetheaspirationsof theindigenousandtribal peoplesto exercise
control over their own institutions, ways of life and economic development
and to maintain and develop their identities, languagesandreligions, within

the framework of the State in which they live.
(Preamble, International Labour Organization: Convention concerning Indigenous and Tribal Peoples in
Independant countries, 1989)
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The Experience of Mahatma Gandhi

Once Gandhiji travelled in a train in South
Africa. He sat in a compartment reserved
for white men. He was thrown out of the
compartment by the white man who asked,
“How can a black Indian travel in our
compartment?’ This was a great insult to
him. He felt that the white men had no
regard for Gandhi’s salf-respect or dignity,
and so threw him out. This experience of

Gandhiji’s made him resolve to fight and to
uphold the dignity of Indians.

Experience of Dr. Ambedkar

When Dr. Ambedkar was a small boy, he was not
alowed to sit adong with others equaly in the class
room. He sat onthefloor over agunny sack and studied
his lessons. He was treated like this because he
belonged to the lower caste. He fdt it was a great
insult to him. He redlised that the human dignity of
millionsand millions of hisdalit brothersand sistersare
destroyed likethis. Thisexperienceforced himtowork
for the liberation of the Ddit people.

When aperson loses his salf respect, when otherstreat him asalesser human being, his
dignity isdestroyed. It causesatraumain hismind. So the experiences of some people develop
inferiority complex. Gandhiji and Dr. Ambedkar propelled them to work for the dalits, helping
them to retrieve their human dignity.

Therefore everybody should be respected by others. He must be treated with dignity.
Only in these circumstances a man can live asahuman being. Thisisadeep seated desire that
everyone of ushas. The ultimate end of al yearningsisto live with human dignity.
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Class wor k

1. Ask the students to read the incidents narrated in this lesson and then let them think over

them. Then, ask them to answer the following questions.

(8) What is the message conveyed by these incidents?

(b) Human beings fear to be different. But everybody has different, good qualities. Do
you accept this?

(c) Of course wearegood. But, like the statue coated by clay, We are also covered by
bad qualities.What arethey? Arethey casteism, religious intolerance, jeal ousy etc?

(d) What are the rights that men lose because of their outward appearance?

2 (& Students may be divided into groups and these incidents will be read doud again.
(b) After reading, each group will share their fegings with the other groups
(c) List out the rights lost by the people involved in these incidents.

Concerned person Rights lost

1. | Mentd patients

2. | The Panchayat Board President

3. | Those who have lost their kidneys

4. | Bonded labourers

5. | Thelady cook of the Nutritious
Meds Programme

To live with dignity is the ultimate goal of all
human aspirations.
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(3) You have read the experiences of two national leaders. (Which one of the sentencesin the

narrative touched you very much? Why?)

Sentence Reasons

(4) (& From your experience say how rmuch of human respect have the following persons
received or lost? Mark (=) in the appropriate box.

The people According to me, the human respect
I have met the following persons havereceived is
Very large large less | very lesg
1.Sweeper
2.Domestic Servant
3.Beggar

4.Cycle Rickshaw Puller

5.A Poor llliterate

6.Starving child

7. Agriculturd Coolie

8.Cook in the Nutritious Meal Scheme

9. Aged person

10.Handicapped

11.Child labourer

12.Widow

13.Physically challanged person
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b) Which one of the box has the maximum number of markings?

¢) What do you understand when you analyse the number of markings?

d) State the reason why you did not choose to mark in certain boxes.

5. Which of the following activities will promote human dignity? If yes mark (<) tick mark, if
no, make the (x) mark. State the reasons for your answers.

Activities

Right

Not right

Reason

1. Despising others or talking ill of others

2. Treating others as equals

3. Il trestment of daughter-in-law by mother-in-law

4. Speaking affectionately

. Giving low sdlary / wages

. Giving equd rightsto girls

. Recelving dowry

5
6
7. Controlling by intimidation
8
9

. Receiving bribes.

10. Protecting living beings

11. Raising objections to obscene wall posters

12. Compelling a girl into amarriage

13. Torture of prisoners

14. Abolishing child labour

15. Rendering medical facilities to the poor

We believethat abolition of the death penalty contributesto the enhancement
of human dignity and progressive devel opment of human rights.
(Preamble, Second Optional Protocol to the International Convenant Civil and Political Rights, 1989)
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(6) What are the ways and means you advocate for safeguarding the human dignity of the
following:

The persons | have met The ways and means | advocate to
safeguard their human dignity

1. Sweeper

2. Domestic Servant

3. Beggar

4. Cycle Rickshaw Puller

5. Old person

6. Starving child

7. Hand cart pullers

8. Physically challenged person

9. Agricultura coolie

10. Illiterate poor
11. Child labourer

12. Widow

Home work

7. If your friend tears your photo in your presence, what will be your fedings? Write them
downin fivelines

8. Message given by the mirror

() What isthe message amirror conveys to you when you stand
in front of it and make you up daily in the morning.
? You must appreciate your own beality.
? Not only you but aso others should praise
you.
?  Not only your beauty, but also your dignified
gppearance, and salf-respect must be praised.

1 ;" r
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Of the three views stated above

(1) Which one has often come to your mind?

(2) Which one of the views is important to your life according to you? What is the reason?

(B) What would bethe condition of the poor children who do not have ether the opportunity
or the facility to make themselves-up, standing in front of a mirror? And what would be
thelevd of their sdf-regpect? Write your fedings and views and bring them to the school
to share your fedings.

(C) Dignity and fedings are common to everybody. Why isthis common character destroyed
inthecaseof afew? Writean essay or poem on thisview and share your ideaswith your
class mates.

-
Look! at the self respect of women!

Half of thewomen murderedin our country arekilled
in their bedrooms. Sexual harassment hasincreased by 40%,
dowry death has increased by 15.2%, kidnapping and
smuggling of girl children hasincreased by 87.2%. To these
girls even the womb of their mothers are not safe. The act of
stripping Draupathy by the Kauravas is happening
everywhere. | would like to cite a poem of Prime Minister
Vajpayee, entitled “Draupathi is stripped of her clothes in
every panchayat” let us understand that when women, or
scheduled caste / schedule tribes are denied dignity, it is

denial of democracy.
President K.R.Narayanan
25, January 2002 R.day Address.
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DESTRUCTI ON OF HUMANNESS




Part - 2 I

DESTRUCTI ON OF HUMANNESS

Prejudices
Words that Hurt

Destructive Deeds

Fragmented Community
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5. PREJUDICES

Durai was working in a bank. He wanted to
build ahouse of hisown at Madurai and bought
a site. He made al the arrangements for
building a house a the site purchased. One
day hetook hiswife and showed her the site.
His wife was very happy about the place and
plan of the house. When they were returning

happily, they had a diadogue.

Wife : Who is building the house next to ours?

Husband : Why do you ask?

Wife - Weare going to live sde by sde through out. Should | not know who my
neighbour is?

Wife . Our caste?

Husband : No, some other caste

Wife . Samerdigion?
Husband : No!
Wife : Oh my! We don’t need this house

Husband : (Angrily) Are you playing? We have got a loan and bought the site. The
sanctioned loan amount for building the houseis likely to be given soon. And
now you say, you don’'t want this house! Are you kidding?

Wife . Yesl havegivenit alot of thought. | don’t want this house.

Husband : Tdl me why?

Wife . Please ligen! If you go to the office in the morning you will come only in the

evening. | am going to remain in the house done. So | have to decide in this
matter. Y ou have to choose between me and the house.
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Husband

Wife

Husband :

Wife

- The happiness of the family is more important to me. Now tell me why

you didike it?

. Generdly people of that religion will not be agreeable. Everyone saysthat they

are not good people. They arerough. They won't move amicably. They would
not adopt a give and take policy. They would be very jedous and ill-tempered.
Further, you say they are of some other caste. | have my own fears.

Enough, enough, stop! These are al just imagination. Have you ever seen
them? Have you ever had a conversation with them? Have you ever moved
with them? If we are dright, everyone will be aright.

. | have not talked to them or seen them. Itistrue. But everybody says so. Inthe

cinema, TV serids, in the magazines they are described so. Please, let us not
settle here. | am afraid.

What is the truth we come to know from thisincident? Why do we make decisions like
this about people of a particular caste or particular religion?

We have many prejudices or preconceived notions. When we happen to move with
strangers we keep these notions in mind and move with them. This sort of notion in the mind
does not develop a healthy relationship but paves the ways for segregation.

What is prejudice?

Prejudice is a state of mind formed or constructed by false
information, images and wrong opinion of others, other communities
and other religions, and justifying only that opinion as correct.

The reasons for the growth of prejudices:

& lgnorance — Trusting the information given by others as correct without questioning.

&

Rumours — Trusting the rumours without verifying whether they are true.

& Traditiona sayings, proverbs, stories and incidents, riddles — Taking the message conveyed
by them as granted. And with the help, drawing agenera conclusion “ They arealwayslike

this’.

& Jealous — Because of jealousy over another person, having always a bad image of him in

mind.

& Status — The people of the highest level inclined to treat others as mean persons, low class,
and to speak low of them etc. Caste status, wealth, power obtained asaresult of it might be
the reasons for such behaviour.
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Source of prejudices?

FAMILY

The children move with parents,
brothers, sisters, uncles, aunts and
domestic servants. These children
involuntarily learn and reflect the
practices of eldersin the family and
also the opinion these elders have
of others, other castes and other
religions etc.

RELIGION

Religionsplaysan important rolein forming
prejudices. Do not think that God alone
exists in religions. There are various
methods of wor ship, food, dress, and habits
for each religion. When the children grow
in a particular religious culture, it is
natural that they observe certain rites. We
believe ours are the best. When children
are taught that their God is thereal God,
they are prejudiced against other Gods.
Our religion is the best one, so we are
better than others. Their religion isfalse
and therefore they are bads such thoughts
are formed.

Our knowledge has dispossessed us of our trust on human capabilities.
Our intelligence has hardened us. Wethink alot. But wedo not feel .
We need to be more humanitarian than machanical.

-Charlie Chaplin in the picture “The Great Dictator”
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FRIENDS CIRCLE

A child that has grown in a family
environment passesthrough school, college,
hostel, work etc. and dependsupon various
kinds of people. Itscircleenlarges. From
the little circle of a particular caste,
particular religion and with the notions
formed, when he meetsin the larger circle
people of various castes and religions, new
safeguar dsariseout of reflexiveaction. This
novel experience creates changes in his
opinion and outlook. In someit reinforces
thealready acquired notionsdrawn from the
same caste, family circle, and they get
strengthened.

MASS MEDIA

Ly TwL g

a=The existing prejudices are further
strengthened, by the mass media.

=€ \When reporting incidents of Caste
agitation, religious fights etc. or when
telling stories, over stressing on certain
traits of some societies.

=€ Present the dialect, practices, dress,
style of living etc. of a particular
community or religion.

&€ Separatism, terrorism, rowdyism etc.
are attributed exclusively to particular
social groups.

In short, the family, friends, religion, mass media etc., justify the predeter-
mined opinion of one society about other societies, and stabilise them. The
succeeding generations accept these pre determined notions as time-tested

truths.
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Classwork

1. You have some predetermined notions about the following people. These are based on your
experiences. Please state them and also state how they were formed.

Persons Prejudices
(pre-determined opinions) Why?

1. Beggars

2. Poor people

3. Girld Women

4, Scheduled caste

5. People of other religions

6. People of other castes

7. People speaking other languages

2) The firgt student should tell anincident or astory briefly into the ear of another student. The
second boy who listened to it, should tell the same similarly to athird student. And then the third
to the fourth and so on, upto the twentieth student. The twentieth student should share with the
classwhat he has heard. Then thefirst student who initiated the round should share hisversion
of the story with the class. (@) Is there any difference between the two versions (b) if yes,
what is the difference? (c) Why is this difference? (d) What do you learn from this exercise?
3) What are the harmful effects that fall upon the society because of prejudices?

e.g. stunted relationships
L e
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4) You ask your classmates what pre-conceived opinions they have of you

1.

2.

3.

e —

5) (a) You ask your parents and elders of your family about the pre-conceived notionsthey
have about other castes and other religions etc. and list five of them. (b) Further you ask them
why they are holding such opinions. (c) Share their views and reasons given by them with the

class

Pre conceived notion Reasons

g |~ N

6) (a) Inthe proverbsthat people quite often quote in the conversations, and in the stories they
tell, you might hear the pre-conceived notions that they have about the people of other
communities, and other religions, etc. Collect them and read them out in the class.

(e.q.0)
(1) A sparrow might fly high, but can it be a kite?

(2) Why should we educate women who areto end up in the kitchen?

(3) A beauty queen might wear a number of sarees one after another, yet

she can’'t equal aliterate girl —proverb.

What can we do to change these pre-conceived notions? Think over it and share your ideasin
the class.

41



6. WORDS THAT HURT

Kamala, a9th standard girl isdark. She has protruding teeth. She awayslookssad. When
the teacher asked her, it was learnt that her parents and other relatives used to scold her
because of her appearance. When shewas only five, her younger sister died. Shewasfair. At
that time Kamala s parents said pointing at her, “This blackie could have died but, God hastaken
away my beautiful child.” These words had created a deep wound in the mind of Kamaa.
Since then she has become lifeless, and whenever she heard of death, the harsh words of her
parents haunted her and therefore she cried. She shared this fact with the class teacher.

Rani, isal0" standard student. Very smart girl. Sheishighly talented. She standsfirstinthe
class. Sheliketo participatein dramas. She hasleadership qualitiesof conducting any programme
or event. She once shared with her group of friends, secrets about her growth,

“When | was only five, my aunt told me, that | should be a queen and live upto my
name. She would put me and say you must always strive to be so. This kindled me.
Now thereisakeen desirein meto be progressive. Thereason for thisismy aunt’s
encouraging words’, so she said proudly.

Every human being is entitled to inviolability and to the protection
of her/his good name and honour during her/hislife and after her/
his death.

(Article 4, The Cairo Declaration of Human Rights in Islam, 1990)

Whoever, not being a member of a Scheduled Caste or a Scheduled
tribe, intentionally insultsor intimidateswith theintent to humiliate
a member of a Scheduled caste or a Scheduled tribe in any place
within public view, shall be punished with imprisonment for a term
which shall not belessthan six months but which may extend to five
and with fine.

(Provision No.3 (x) The Scheduled castes and the Scheduled tribes (Prevention Of Atrocities) Act,
1989).
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Class work

1. (&) What isthe reason for Kamaa's grief?

(b) If you werein Kamaa's position (1) How would you have felt?
(2) What would you have done?

(c) What isthe reason for Rani’ s tremendous growth?

2. (38 What are the words that have wounded your mind terribly? List them and state
how this had affected you?

Place

Wordsthat hurt

Impact

In the family

In the class

Among friends

In the playground

In the street

In the bus

In the place of worship.
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(b) Listthewordsthat have encouraged you in your life and also state the effects they had
on you

Persons who encouraged | Words of encouragement Good effects

1

2

3

4

5
(3) (& Recal with what words you have hurt others and write them out

Who do you think Hurting words bad effects
you have hurt

(b) How have you encouraged others and with what words?

Per sons encour aged Words of encouragement Good effects

1

2
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(4) Whom do we regard as lesser-beings in the Society?
List the same and state the reason why they are regarded like this.

Per sons Reasons

9

10

5. (d) What are the words that hurt the girls?

1. On the basis of sex eg. girl child

2. On the basis of appearance e.g. girl with protruding teeth
3. On the basis of profession/occupation e.g. sweeper

4. On the basis of marita status e.g. widow

5. On the basis of economic status e.g. beggarwoman

(b) What are the words that hurt the poor people?
L NAIME m oo e e
2. Appearance - -
3. Profession/Occupation
4. Tradition
5. Inability

States Parties particularly condemn racial segregation and apartheid and
undertaketo prevent, prohibit and eradicate all practicesof thisnaturein territories
under their jurisdiction.

(Article 3, UN Convention on the Elimination of All Forma of Racial Discrimination, 1965).
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(c) What are the words that affect the children very much!
1. Nick Name -----
2. Appearance -

3. Name of animal / creature
4, Family status
5. Economic status

(d) What are the words that wound the people of other religions?

3. Culture
4. Marks of caste, religion

Home wor k

6. () Write aletter of encouragement to Kamala, who is depressed, as a home work and
bring it to the school.

(b) Then read it out in the class.
7. Write aletter to ambitious Rani in order to encourage her more and bring it to the school

8. Write the words or sentences of encouragement and read them out in the class e.g. you
are aresolute girl.

1-- y A ———
c R —— U —
S — S —
R —— R ————
e ——— 10. --

9. (@) Write some derogatory terms that directly hurt
(e.g) curse, abegger dog, waster,

o wpd e
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(b) Have you ever heard such words? What were your feelings at that time?

Words of curses Feelings

(c) Have you ever had the experience of having used such harsh words against anybody?
Imagine what feelings would have arisen in them and write them out

(d) What methods would you adopt not to use such words in future against anybody?
State only three methods here

1

2.

Every individual shall have the duty of respect and consider her/his fellow
beings without discrimination, and to maintain relations aimed at promoting,
safeguarding and reinforcing mutual respect and tolerance.

(Article 28, African Charter on Human Rights and Peoples’ Right, 1981)
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(11) When we curse someone, what rights does that person lose?
(e.g.) Heloses his sdlf respect

The Asian traditions stress the importance of common
cultural indentities. Cultural identities help individuals
and communities to cope with the pressures of economic
and social change; they give meaning to livein a period of
rapid transformation. They are the source of pride and
security. There are amny vulnerable communitiesin Asia
aselsewherewhose culturesarethreatened or derided. Asian
peoples and governments must respect the cultures and
traditions of its diverse communities.

(Article 6.1/ Asian Human Rights Charter: A People’s Charter, 1998).

Wordsare not made of just letters. Not mere sounds. Andthey
arenot meaninglesswords. Words have capabilities. What is
the meaning of the saying, the tip of a nib is sharper than the
edge of a sword?. The words have the power of creating and
destroying. A word can win. A word can kill.
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7. DESTRUCTIVE DEEDS

My mother herself has sold me for thousand rupees

1) “My mother has sold me for one thousand rupees. | will not face her hereafter.
Please send me to my grandmother’s house.” Shelk was quite often repeating that request.

“They had given me the work of frying “Murukku” in the cil. They havetold meto lift
very big vessels. Unable to carry them | dropped them some times. Once when | dropped a

vessd they branded me with ared hot iron rod.”

He lifted his shirt to reved the scar on his body.
“I want to study, Will you please help?’ asked Sheik Fareed with tearsin his eyes.
2) “Oneday | over - dept asaresult of fatigue. They branded meon my stomach with

aniron ladle. There were blisters. That day they took me to hospital for treatment. It was

paining incessantly, So | cried. Suddenly the owner shouted at me “Keep quiet! you dog!” and
rubbed chilly paste into the wound. | amost died of pain”. When Sadiq Batcha recdled the
incident, pain was visiblein his eyes.

-Kumudam reporter 12.8.2001

A man in our village became a member of the panchayat council.
Then he became a Member of the Legidlative Assembly. Then he
became a Minister. Then he became an Ambassador. He died
without becoming a man

-Erode Tamilanban
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Balan—asix year old boy, belonged
to ascheduled caste. He went to the shop
to purchase a dlate. That owner scribbled

something on a bit of paper and instructed
the boy to take this to the next shop. He
went to the next shop. The lads who were

whiling away their timein front of the shop,
snatched the bit of paper from Balan and
after reading it wrote something on it and

sent him to another shop. The same thing

happened in that shop aso.
Balan came back home and asked his sister to read it for him. Sheread it. Do you

know what was written on that paper? “ Do not give him a slate. Let him wander from shop
to shop.”

The tragic experience of having been marginalised

Source : Human Scape ; May 2002.

Alagippati High school. It is lunch time. Students are eating the food brought from
home sitting in groups under the shade of trees.

Muthu, Pandi and Velu, are good friends. They would always be together. They come
to the school together. Similarly they would go back home together.  Although they would play
the gamesin school along with other students, while eating they would get away from others.
While eating they would share their school experience among themselves.

Hai! wearemen .............. Hai, wearemen/
Likeyou, Like him measuring/ eight length
from Thumb to little finger. We are men!.

Hai weare men !
-Poet Inquilab
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One day the Head master who noticed them gitting for lunch separately from the
others, asks “Why are you three dways dtting separate from the others while egting your
lunch?’ The three do not know how to answer the question put to them point blank. The
Head madter indsts on an answer. “Tell mefrankly.” Muthu stands up and says “ The other
boys make fun of us, therefore.” The Headmaster asks, *Why do they deride you?’ The boy
answers, “they say, we are not clean. They say our food is unclean. They say we are not
civilised people, and they aso hurt us by laughing at us. Other boys dways keep us away
from them. Even if we want to participate in public programmes they laugh at us. If we get
good marks out of our own efforts they degrade us saying, “They would have copied’.

Like them, we have dso come to the school to sudy. They hurt us. They move
away fromus. Inwhat ways are we different from others? They are dways doing this. And
we are puzzled and we do not know what to do.

Do not worry, my dear boys. It iswrong on ther part to behave like this!. But they
aone are not respongible for thisbehaviour. The peoplein their houses, intheir villagesor in
their circles might be having some opinion againgt people of other castes, communities, and
religions. These boys have absorbed these notions. Thiswe call pre-concelved opinions or
prejudice. Such wrong pre-conceptions had developed in their minds. We see some people
il tresting some other people and using words of insult and wounding words towards others.

This happens because of their fallure to see that they are destroying human dignity.

A Greek philosopher was searching something in the day timein
the market place with a lantern in hand.

People asked him what was he searching. Hereplied:
“I am searching for Man!”

51



Classwork

1. What are the acts of torture experienced in the real life episodes?

a) Bonded Labourers
a

® a o o

b) Scheduled caste boy
a

b
C.
d.
e
c) Students
a

® 2 o0 T

Traffic of human beings, beggar and other similar forms of forced
labour are prohibited and any contravention of this provision shall be
an offence punishable in accordance with law.

(Article 23, Constitution of India)
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2. What feelings do these episodes or events arouse in you? Y ou write them and share them
with your classmates.

Episodes/ Events Your feding
Event 1 a b c
Event 2 a b c
Event 3 a b c
Event 4 a b c
Event 5 a b c

3. You state your feelings about the people who committed these atrocities and share them with
your classmates.

Per sons Feelings

4. (a) Have you hurt anybody by your actions? If yes who? Why?

Who? Why?
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(b) Has any of the membersin your family hurt others? Who? Why?

Who? Why?
(c) Do the people of your village hurt others? Who? Why?
Who? Why?

(d) Have you ever been hurt by others? What were your feglings then?

Who hurt you?

feelings

Teacher

Parents

Friends

People of Some other caste

People of some other religion

Richmen

Y our relatives
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5. a You know about many such incidents/ events/ episodeslike this, either experienced in life
or heard from others like ( family people, friends, teachers, news papers etc.)
Y ou choose the most unforgettable one that affected your mind deeply and narrateit in
15 lines. When you choose and write you give preference to the incident you saw
directly.
a Read it out dowly to the class
b. Please state why this incident has affected you much?
¢. What change has occurred in your life following this experience?
d. Have you ever rdated this incident to anybody? If yes, to whom? Why did you
relate? If not, why have you not talked about it?
e. Who have been affected morein the above incidents? Who have been less affected?
Who have not been at al affected? Why?

6. The students should enact a drama based upon these incidents in the class.

7. Read out of the episodes mentioned in the lesson to your parents and find out what they feel
and share that in the class.

Unbearable

They have nothing to eat

Nor the wisdom to know why they
are Famished ; and
Perish broken hearted

No way to save these.

- Bharathi
|

Prohibition of employment of children in factories, etc. - No child below the
age of fourteen years shall be employed to work in any factory or mine or engaged
in any other hazardous employment.

Art. 14, Constitution of India
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8. FRAGMENTED COMMUNITY

Place : Class room

The teacher advises a student to read out the two incidents recently reported in the
dailies. Discussion follows.

They did not spareeventheelders. They were
even throwing stones at them. They entered
the ladies compartment. Even beforewe could
ask them “Why are you entering?’, they set
fireto the compartments. Many women died
in the flames. Innocent children were also
killed. One old woman begged “Don’'t kill me’,
but she was aso killed mercilesdy.

Interview with a woman passenger who
escaped from the Sabarmathi Train at Godhra that was set ablaze, Midday, 6 March
2002.

*14 persons of my family werekilled in one day. Among them 7 persons belonged to my
father’ sfamily. Theremaining 7 persons belonged to my husband’ sfamily. All the women who
had been killed were raped before they were killed. My three and half year old son was aso
killed. They raped me dso. As| fell unconscious, thinking thet | had died, they left me. My
aunt, my mother, and my three sisterswerekilled. All the personsin the village have run away.
Since the delivery time of my aunt’ s daughter isnearing | am staying inthisvillage. | have given
acomplaint to the police. Will | get justice?

Tragic voice of a woman
communalism combat — March, April 2002.
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Dear Students!

Read the two real incidents stated above. How much your tender hearts would have
suffered? | know how shocked you will be.

Dear Students! Pleaserecall the lesson under thetitle* Social life”. We discussed man
as a social animal. Without society, mankind is impossible. We have seen that man seeks
relationships, relations, affection etc., Is it not? We said he has mercy, love, affection etc.?
Where have they gone?

What isthe difference between man and atiger that chases an innocent deer? Thetiger
also hunts deer that is of some other species. Isit not? We witness man hunting man only

here. Isthere any meaning in this?

We proudly say we are dl Indians. We speak many languages in this country. We
belong to various religions. Yet we say we are al Indians and we are adl the same. We take
oath in the schools on the Solidarity Day. Have we ever thought of fighting with one another?
No. We want to remain united. Isit not? In the school, Murugan plays with Aboobacker and
Aboobacker, with Joseph. Do we think of religion at any time? We gt in the same class
together. We have not become friends on the basis of religion. But what has happened in
Gujarat and what is happening continuoudy?

Therearemany religionsto develop enmity amongst us. But
thereisnot asinglereligion to devel op affectionate relation-
ship amongst us.

V.R. Krishna lyer
Former Supreme Court Judge
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Student :

Teacher :

Student :

Teacher :
Student :

Another :

Student

Teacher :

An Indian stabs another Indian to death

Y ou have expressed it correctly. But what do our Dailies and Weeklies, etc. say?

Hindus are killing Mudims and Mudims are killing Hindus. How isthis?
Isit not aso true Sir?

How can it be true?
Sir, a Godhra Rallway Station the passengers were set to fire and killed. The

victimsare said to be of aparticular religion. Innocent children were also burnt in

that carnage.

This is terrible. But will murder for murder be a solution? After the Gothra
incident, in the disturbances at Gujarat — every day some people arekilled. Some
women are raped. They destroy the children in the embryo stage. They set
commercial establishments ablaze. The people of our country have become
refugeesin our own country. The Prime Mingter of our country has commented
that it isagreat shame. All the countries in the world are watching us.

What lesson does Gujarat carnage teach us?

That we have not yet become asociety. We have not become acivilised society.

We do not have tolerance. We have not learnt to respect the religious beliefs of

others. If we kill just because they belong to some other religion, do we have
humaneness? Can the social fabric be destroyed?

Man has the right to life why are afew not alowed to live?

Class Exercise

1. Asin Gujarat some caste/religion based violences have happened in Tamilnadu.
Please read the newspaper and report about them to the class.

Where When Groupsinvolved? Why?
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2. In the disturbances that occurred between Social/religious Groups, list the extent of damages

and read them out

a) What are the economic |osses?

b) What are the physicdl injuries?

¢) Isthere any loss of lives?

d) Have human relations been affected?

3. Has anyone been humiliated?

4. What are the human rights that have been violated because of the disturbances?
List them e.g. Right to life.

5. What are your recommendations for the development of unity among the
people?

a)

b)

f)
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6. (a) Collect news about caste / religious violence from the Dailies and Weeklies, etc.

(b) List the human right violations.

(c) Give asuitable title to each poster

(d) The group leaders write the heading of posters on the black board.

(e) Gives explanation to other students about the poster.

(f) Display the poster on the school Notice Board.

Theyarecelebrating Deepavali. Wearecelebrating Moharrum. They
are burning the dead bodies. We are burying the dead bodies.
Functionsand death occur sometimesin ayear. On all the other days
we dine together. Werest together. Ishea Muslim or Hindu-no one
worries about it. 1f any one disturbs us, we would fight against him,
together.

- As told by a street children to a reporter.

The States Parties undertake to guarantee that the rights will be
exercised without discrimination of any kind as to race, colour, sex,
language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin,
property, birth or other status

(Article 2.2, UN Convenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, 1966).
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GROMH I N HUMANNESS
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Part - 3 I

GROWMH | N HUVMANNESS

9. Human Feelings

10. Justice
11. Equality
12. Equal but different

13. Freedom
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9. HUMAN FEELINGS

The dispersed cranes and the united human beings

Kadir was sudying Sxth sandard
in Madurai. He was a hosteller. He
belongs to a well-to-do family. He has
cometo hisvillage for quarterly holidays.
The day after he came home, after having
his bregkfast, he went out to play. ”fi;.zifa’ﬁi, b f@; ﬁ;

B

.ﬁ.‘u'if.'_

There were many fields around hishouse. There was a pond in the middle of the fields. He
had a catapult in hand. He was catapulting stones here and there aimlesdly.

When he was doing that, he noticed a number of cranes near the pond. On seeing
them he was tempted to shoot a stone at them. He held a stone in the catapult and aimed it at
the cranes. It hit acraneonitshead. The crane fell dead on the spot. On seeing one of their
members dropping dead, the other cranes flew away out of fear.

Kadir was overwhelmed with joy. When he walked further he noticed many women
transplanting cropsinthefields. The children of these women were engaged in playing with one
another near the field. Are they not the children of these labourers? Some children were
wearing shirts and some were not. He thought of hitting the children also as he did the cranes
Immediately he thrust a stone in the catapult and aimed it at a child. The stone hit the child on
hisfoot and the child screamed in pain. The mother of the child, alarmed by the scream, came

running. Not only the mother, but aso al the women who were engaged in the work ran
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towards the scene and raised an alarm.

What do we understand from this story? As soon as a crane was hit, all other cranes
flew away. But when achild was hit, no one sped away. All of them came to the rescue of the
crying child.

Now you recall the lesson we read about socid life. Human beings live in society.
They have asocia sense and that is why when a member of the society is affected, every one
gets affected. This is what distinguish men from all other animals and this is what we call

human nature or culture.

Why does not this nature come out at times? What isthereason.?

\_Human Nature 2

Human feelingsarelikeastormand also likeagentle
breeze. The storm will uproot the trees and pull them
down. But the breeze will play through the branches
and leaves of a tree and sing songs in a sweet voice.
Strong emotionswill destroy human beingsand nature,
and the gentle, breeze will respect human dignity and
its growth.

If there is honesty in heart,
there would be beauty in character;
If there is beauty in character,
there would be harmony in the home;
If there is harmony in the Home,
there would be, orderliness in the country;
If there is orderliness in the country,
there would be peace on earth.
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@ Little Peacock

Murugappan stood in front of hishut carrying
his five year old child on his shoulder.

His wife Valli asked earnestly,
“What did the doctor say and how ismy
child?”

“What to say? The doctor says the
childissuffering from apeculiar kind of fever
and we should be careful.

We must admit the child before 6 O’ clock in the hospital”, When he was saying this, his eyes
were filled with tears. “Don’t worry, Goddess Mariamma would not let us
down. | would also cometo the hospital in the evening and we shal get the child admitted in the
hospitd!”s0 said Valli.

“Itisnot afree hospitd, itisa private hospital. First we should pay Rs.1000/- Then only
they would admit the child, said Murugappan. Vali wasworried she said “Where do we go
for athousand rupees? We are daily wage earners “Who will give a thousand rupees to us’

Murugappan lit abeedi and inhaled the smoke. The cycle caught hiseye. He became brisk.
He removed his lungi. He wore a pant and a deeveless banian.

Headdressed Valli, “ey! Vali, | angoingout. If thechild openshiseyes, you givehim some
grud. | will return before sunset.”

On the big bazar street, there is alarge vacant place. Murugappan went there pushing his
cycle. Some baloons had been tied on the two sides of the rear wheel of the cycle. He pedalled
the cycle fast. The balloon rubbed against the whedls. It created a big, fluttering noise. It
atracted the attention of the people. In afew minutes old people, mothers, children al arrived
and formed acircle. Murugappan addressed them.

“Elders, mothers, youngmen, and children, | saluteall of you! | am going to do some acrobatic

exerciseson my bicycle. Finally I will break some tube lights on my back. Please help me with
money. | am going to amuse you in this scorching heet. All the children clap your hands.”
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The children assembled there clapped their hands enthusiastically. Murugappan
performed many acrobatic tricks on hisbi-cycle. Thelarge assembly of peoplelooked at him in
wonder.

Hethought, if each of the assembled people dropsjust one or two rupees as charity, he
will get about athousand rupees and he can admit the child in the hospital . “How lean my child
has become! | must buy apples, horlicks, etc. Murugappan murmured to himself.

The show came to the last episode. Murugappan removed his sleeveless banian. He
had black skin and shapely muscles formed out of hard labour. Fused tube lights of four feet
length were by his side.

He demanded the attention of his benefactors. “Oh! Philanthropic gentlemen! Please
watch! | am going to break these tube lights lying here” “Then he picked up the tube lights one
by one and hit them on his back. They broke into pieces with atinkling sound. His back was
bleeding. The crowd expressed pity for him and dispersed.

Source: Dinathanthi, Kudumba Malar 5.5.2002

Have you finished reading the two stories? And now just think over the two stories for
awhile. After finishing it please try to find answers the following questions. Let me see.
1. What did the other cranes do when a crane was hurt?
2. What made the fellow shoot a stone at the poor child?
3. What did the women who were transplanting seedlings do when the child was hit by astone?
4. What did Murugappan do when his child fell ill?
5. What did he do for his child who was suffering?
6. Do you redlise that the feelings that are manifested in the two stories are natura human
feelings?
7. Murugappan suffered so much to save his child, what can be the reason?

8. What are therights lost by Murugappan and his family?
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Why do we speak high about thesea ? |t receivesthe
water from ponds, tanks, lakes, rivers, etc. with alarge
heart. When you respect the dignity of other human
beingsand accept themin your heart, you areasgreat

asthe sea.
.|

Class Exercisel

1) (a) List ten feelings that exhibit the humane character of man

© O N o g ~ wWw NP

S

Dogsand catsnever likeeach other. When a dog chases
acat, thecat climbsover thetreeand sitsthere. But pups
and kitten would play with each other. If people are as
innocent as a child they would respect each other and
livein peace.
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One morning, the sun spoke to the flower. “Had
there not been a cool night you would have
suffered under my hot rays for the whole day.
You are fortunate.”

The flower said, “l thank you dear Sun, for the
energy | get from your rays in the day time.

The human relations are like this

It gives energy and love and

helps him to live with dignity.

(b) List ten harmful feelings that are against humane nature.

1

2.

10.
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(2) What are the human feelings hidden in the following sentences?
(@ “ I fdtl should dap her”

() “Why should | care, if your daughter isin the hospital? Do | havealot of money to spare or
else have you dumped your money here? Get out you beggar, beggar dog!

() “Who do you think I am? Do you know that al women and children of this place would come
and fall at my feet if | just move my little finger abit? Y ou are a teacher who came yesterday.
Mind your own business. More than that if you mention the word ‘revolution’, | would cut you
to size”



(j) “You should live like aqueen. All your desires must be fulfilled. | give you leave happily

(k) “Ramu! you acted well in the drama yesterday. My hearty greetings to you. | wish you
become a famous actor in future’:

(3) State your feelings while reading the statements given below

Event 1 : You hear that the people at Tasldar’s office demand Rs.50/- as bribe to give a
community certificate? What are your feelings?

Event 2 : What arethefedlingsthat arisein your mind when you see the hardships of the lum
dwellers, when the dums are cleared for beautifying the cities?

Event 3 : Thefedingsthat arise in me, when | see children of school - going age working in
match factories and hotels.

Event 4 : When my neighbour thrashes and tortures his wife, the feelings that arise in me

Event 5 : Thefedings| get when | see people employed in cleaning faeces
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Event 6 : Thefedlings| get, when | see people being hurt and ill-treated by our words and
actions

Events Feelings

Eventone | 1. 2. 3.
Eventtwo | 1. 2. 3.
Event three 1. 2. 3.
Eventfour | 1. 2. 3.
Eventfive | 1 2. 3.
Event six 1 2. 3.

(4) What do you think are your good qualities? Please write them

1 2. 3
4 5. 6
7 8 9
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The sudden downpour of rain will not drench the
depth of the earth. That will run away quickly.
The rain that pours down steadily will moisten
the inner layers of the earth. That will give
strength to trees, plants, creepers and bushes. Our

feelingsarealso likethat. Negative feelingsrush
out of our mind. But they hereisno use. Positive

feelings will soothe others. These will develop
the dignity of children, men and women.

5. Among these qualities choose any five that you like most and state the reason why do you
like them.

The qualities| like Reasons
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6. Of these 5 good qualities, which one would benefit the society the most, according
to you? How will it benefit the society?

The good quality

Benefit

How it will benefit

7. What do you think are your bad qualities?

1 2. 3.
4. 5. 6.
7. 8. 9.

8. Of your bad qualities, which one will cause the maximum harm to society? How will it

cause harm?

Bad Quality

Damage

Natur e of Damage
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9. Name a good human being who has impressed you much. List five good qualities of the
person you like Why do you like these qualities of the person?

The person Good qualities Reason
1

2.

10. Mention the name of a person whom you don't like? List 5 bad qualitiesthat you hatein him
State why?

A human being you dislike| Bad qualities Reason

1

2.

11. Close your eyes, get into a calm, serene mood and think of your classmates. List down the
qualities you have noticed in them.

a. Qualitiesyou like b. Qualitiesyou dislike
1 1
2 2.
3 3
4 4,
5 5
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Home Exer cise]

12. Fill up the tables with the help of your mother or father or an elderly member of your
family. Share thisin class. Later the teacher will ask thought-provoking questions and share
with the students hig/ her views on this.

Ten Humane qualities that can Ten Evil qualitiesthat can
nourish the society destroy the society

1 1

2 2

3 3.

4. 4

5 5

6 6.

7 7

8 8

0. 9

10. 10.
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10. JUSTICE

All our life we toiled for the village

Karuppasami and Muthammal are aged launderers. They have been laundering for
many years. Now the people ask them to vacate the village, since they have become old. “We
have become old. We are ailing and our son is not with us. We told the villagers that we won't
be able to launder their clothes any longer. Villagers say that if we can't launder their clothes,
we should vacate our house and leave the village. We didn’t vacate the house. The plight we are
in is so bad that we play that even our enemies shouldn’'t face such a condition. The villagers
have ostracized us. No one talks to us here. When we ask for water to drink, they refuse us. At
nights, stones rain down on the roof tiles. They have set fire to al our firewood. Our cooking
vessdls have been broken to pieces. We fed orphaned at this old age” Muthamma begins to

weep.

) ncident 2

- Tamizhan Express, January 2002.

Went to work and returned with burns!

Bhoopathiammal narrated her story,

sobbing, “ Chitrais my daughter. | struggled hard

B to bring her up. Now, see her lying on aplantain
-= leaf. She had been assisting me in the fields. |
ﬁ” sent her to work in aperson’ shouse asadomestic
- helper. After a few days, the people there told

) ! — " Meto send her for work at their relatives house.
7 YLt 1took her therelast Thai (Jan - Feb). They said
fl},’r that they would give Rs.150 each month and give

buy her utensils and household things when she
«7  ~==  got maried.”

— ‘“E her 3 mealsaday. They dso said that they would
- 4
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“Thelast new moon day, around 11.00 am., 2 persons came on amotor- bike and said
to me that my daughter had been admitted in a private hospital in Mayavaram after she had
falen ill with vomiting and diarrhoea. They gave me 20 rupees and asked me to go to the
hospital. But, when | went to the hospitd. | saw her with burns al over the body, lying inert,
without any movement”.

“The persons at the hospital told me that the persons, who admitted my daughter, gave
them Rs.2,000/-, for which she had already been treated, and that if she had to be administered
further treatment, | should pay more. They pushed me out saying that | could take my daughter
away if | didn’t have the money. Then, | got my daughter admitted at the Government hospital.
There she was taken care of very well. She told the doctor, police and the judge about what
happened to her. They had taken her deposition too.”

Chitra, who was suffering from wounds, both physical and psychological, began talking
dowly. “I worked in their household for one year. | would cal her ‘Akka (elder sister). She
didn’t like me serving food or coffee to brother(the employer’ s husband). Oncewhen | did, she
told me, “Just wait and see what | do to you one of these days’.

“I hadn’t committed any crime. So, | didn’t take the matter seriously. On the morning of
the day of the incident, saying that | had stolen her dippers and had kept them in my bag, she
started hitting me. She and her daughter hit me for a long time with dippers and broomstick,
saying that | had shown the qudities innate to my community. They abused me, referring to the
name of my community. | told them that | waswilling to go home if they didn’t like me staying
there. But they pushed me into the bathroom saying, “You'll go home only if | leave you alive’
and poured kerosene over me. Then, they set fire to me and bolted the door from outside”.

“1 shouted for help. It wasagirl, working in the neighbouring house, who heard my cries
and opened the door. | ran to the water tank and jumped into it. | don’'t know what happened
after that since | regained consciousness only in the hospital”.

“1 haven't done anything wrong. | don’'t know how Akka could think of murdering me.

Will I survive?” saying this, Chitra began sobbing uncontrollably.

- Junior Vikadan 03.04.2002
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A community in caves

Irulas are a community of Scheduled Tribes living in Rayakottai, Dharmapuri District.
They are ill languishing in rock caves. Outsiders have chased them away from lands that they
had been inhabiting earlier and cultivate grains there. These people, who have logt their land
because of their ignorance are now purchasing flour from the market for food.

To suppress hunger, these people tie a ribbon like cloth around their abdomen tightly.
These people are not alowed to visit temples. None of them are literate.

Raja (19) is a boy, who stopped going to school after attending classes for 3 days. He
says that he would like to study but has no means to pursue his education. He says that they
don’'t have the means, even for food and that he fills his somach by eating 10 wild plantains a
day. A cactus variety cdled kalli mulli also assuages the hunger of these people.

What is striking is that these people have not been included in the census so far. Many
among them are not able to pursue their studies since they haven't got their community certifi-
cates. They have no accessto facilitieslike housing, roads, drinking water, electricity and ration

card. Their population aso remains stagnant without any growth.
- India Today, March 14, 2001

Class Exercise|

1. Dividetheclassin 3 groupsand ask them to read the 3 redl life incidents. The leader of
each group should tell a brief summary of the incident that they have read, before the
entire class.

2. Later 3 students should express in their views about the treatment meted out to the
persons in the incidents and say whether they are right or wrong.

3. They should write on the blackboard, who the victims were, in each of the incident.

4. Write on the blackboard, the reasons for saying that the treatment meted out to them
was unjust.
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5. Youwould have understood that victims are persons, who have been denied their rights.
List down the rights that have been denied to them.

S. No. Community Lost Rights
1 Scheduled Tribes

2. Dalit Elderly People

3. Girl who went to work

Lost Rights eg: 1. Right to Food

2. Right to Work

3. Right to Education.
6. Isit right that affluent people grab settlements or lands given by the Government to poor
people, widows and Dalits? Give reasons.

7. Write the fedlings that arise in you when you witness incidents of injustice.

8. What isjustice? What is injustice? Explain with examples.

9. Write an essay of not more than 20 lines on the life of a famous person, who worked for
justice or such a person who livesin your town/ village. Y ou could have read about this person
in your textbook or could have heard about him/her, or could have met him/ her in person.

10. A mother has 2 children. One is an intdligent and healthy kid. The other is a physicaly
challenged child. Isit just or unjust if the mother treats them equally? Why?
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11) 2 children come to a nursery school for
admission. One comes from a poor family. This
child’sparentsarenot well educated and arepoor.
Theother child comesfrom an affluent family and
its parents are well educated. Both of them are
subjected to an entrancetest, in which the same
guestions are put to both. Which one of them
would get more marks? The child of the well-
educated parents would definitely score more
marks. Isit just if the child, who got good marks
aloneis admitted in the school? Or isit unjust?

Why?

12) Government provides free note books, clothes, bus pass and monetary assistance to poor
children belonging to the scheduled communities. Isthis ajust or unjust practice? Why?

13) A congtruction work is going on in your towr/ village. Men and women do masonry work
there. They do the same kind of work. But the men are paid more. Isthisjust or unjust? Why?

) JUSTICE g

We, the people of India having solemnly resolved to constitute India into a
sovereign, socialist, secular, democratic republic and to secureto all itscitizens:
JUSTICE, social, economic and political ... do hereby adopt, enact, and giveto
ourselves this constitution.

(Preamble to the Constitution of India)

The state shall strive to promote the welfare of the people by securing and
protecting as effectively as it may a social order in which JUSTICE-Social,
economic and political-shall inform all the ingtitutions of national life.

(Article 38, constitution of India)

The State shall securethat the operations of the legal system promote JUSTI CE,
on aequal opportunity, and shall, in particular providefreelegal aid, by suitable
legislation or schemes or in any other way, to ensure that opportunities for
securing justice are not denied to any citizen by reason of economic or other
disabilities.

(Article 39 A, constitution of India,)
The State shall, in particular, direct its policy toward securing that the citizens,
women and men equally, have the right to an adequate means of livelihood.

(Article 39(a), constitution of India.)

80



14. Mark ‘ ' in the ‘correct’ or ‘incorrect’ columns for the following questions.

Correct | Incorrect

1. Street children dirty the Streets. So, they should be punished

2. Thieves won't speak the truth. So, they should be tortured in
prisons to bring out the truth.

3. Women need not study more than men.

4. There is nothing wrong in clearing Sums to beautify the town.

5. Parents should bring up their children, without discriminating
between boys and girls.

6. The Government should give credit only to talent . It should not
consider caste.

7. Prevaence of too many religionsis athreat to unity. So, only a
single religion should prevail in India

Class Exercise

15. Students should form groups and discuss the incidents of justice or injustice that they
witnessed and should stage it in class in the form of a short play.

a) Bring the newspaper cutting of anincident of justice or injustice published in daily newspapers
recently, to the class.

b) Divide students into small groups. Each group should prepare a poster with the news paper

cuttings.

c¢) Group members should show the poster in class and conduct debates on the news cuttings

in class.

d) The teacher’s ideas would be shared finaly.
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11. EQUALITY

Students ! ;

All of you would have known about e L
‘Thanthai’ Periyar. You would have seen his 3
photos in many places. You might have seen
buildings named after him. There are

Universities and Colleges in his name. Why

have they been named after him. Why are we

still singing his praises? Listen to an incident

relating to him.

When hewasyoung, ‘ Thanthal’ Periyar wanted to go on apilgrimage to Kasi. He went
to hisfather and got the necessary amount of money. Then he went to Kas with hisfriends. He
saw the place and spent al the money he had. The friends, who had accompanied him, returned
home. But he had no money left. The day after al his money was exhausted, he starved the
whole morning and went in search of a place, where he could get free food.

Hesaw a‘Mutt’. It was afternoon and he was very hungry. He eagerly went in. Many
people were having food there. But he was chased out, since it was a place where food was
distributed free of cost only to people of the upper caste. He waited outside for the plantain
leaves to be thrown out. When they fell, he ran towards it. He ate the left overs. But this
incident inflicted deep wound in his heart. He couldn’t forget the experience of being treated as
alow caste man, for the rest of hislife.

‘Thantha’ Periyar struggled al through his life for safeguarding ‘humanism’ that we
aretalking about now. He said that all the personsliving in this society should have salf-respect.
He said that a person who does not have sdlf respect isnot ahuman being at al. He questioned,
as to why some persons were treated lowly and stressed that al people have self-respect. He
opposed the subjection of people to davery because of their birth in aparticular community. He

Government shall havetheresponsibility for devel oping, with the participation
of the indigenous and tribal peoples, coordinated and systematic action to
protect therights of these peoples and to guarantee respect for their integrity.
(Article 2:1, International labour conference : convention concerning indigenous and tribal peoples in
independent countries, 1989)
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became furious on seeing one community being endaved by another community. Hewas enraged
on seeing one language being dominated by another. He fought to abolish the domination of men
over women. His principle was ‘equality’. He said that to create equality, al people should
defened their self respect. He was even prepared to oppose religious for this sake.

Social Equality should prevail ;
There should be economic protection;
There should be right to choose desired job ;

Everybody should get education. So, those
who have wealth and capabilities have no
right to oppress, those who lack them.

Class Exerci se|

1. (8) Do your parentstreat your brothers and sisters and you equally at home? In what ways do
they treat you equally? What are the ways in which you are not treated equally?

Activitiesin which oneis Activitiesin which oneis not
treated equally? treated equally?
1 1
2 ----- 2
cR— 3
4 - 4
Sy— 5

Equality of opportunity in matters of public employment -

(1) There shall be equality of opportunity for all citizensin mattersrelating to
employment or appointment to any office under the State.

(2) No citizen shall, on grounds only of religion, race, caste, sex, descent,
place of birth, residence or any of them, be ineligible for, or discriminated
against in respect of, any employment or office under the State.

-Art. 16 , Constitution of India
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(b) What are your feelings when you are treated equally and when you are not treated equally?

My feelingswhen | am
treated equally

My feelingswhen | am not
treated equally

(c) Do you treat others equally, with human dignity? How and why?

How

Why

All personsare equal beforethelaw and areentitled without any discrimination

to the equal protection of the law. In this respect the law shall prohibit any
discrimination and guarantee to all persons equal and effective protection against
discrimination on any ground such asrace, colour, sex, language, religion, political,
or other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or other status.

- International covenant on civil and political rights 1966




2.Untouchability isstill being practised
in 6,000 villages in Tamil Nadu.
Dalits cannot take water from the
common well and cannot walk on

the streets of the upper caste

people. In teashops, Dalits are
served in separate tumblers. This

pointsto an unequal situation.

(1) Write answers for the following questions individualy first.
(2) Then, form groups and share them with other students.

(@ If you were one among them, what would have been your feglings?

We, the people of India, having solemnly resolved to constitute India into a
sovereign, socialist, secular, Democratic Republic, and to secureto all itscitizens,

EQUALITY of status and opportunity;
(Preamble, Constitution of India.)

Nothing in this article shall prevent the state from making any provision for the
reservation of appointments or posts in four of any backward class of citizens
which, in the opinion of the state in not adequately represented in the services
under the state.

(Article 16:4- constitution of India)
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Home Exer cisg

3. (8) Inthe places/ situations mentioned below (1) Isequality practised or not? 2) Write down
the details regarding these experiences after directly observing or enquiring others about it.
Later sharein the class.

1. In ration shops 6. In educationa indtitutions
2. Intemples 7. In families

3. Invillage ponds (or) well 8. In hospitas

4. Village fedtivel (or) in 9. In wedding festivities

school ceremonies

5. Invillage dtreets 10. In farming aress.

b) What are the feelings that arise in you when someone asks what your caste is? In which
manner do these fedlings affect your mind and humanism?

Your feelings Ways in which you ar e affected

gls|lw MR
glsd 0w M

¢) Share the experience of being treated inferior to others just because you are a girl, with
another student. Or share the experience of treating a woman lower than a man just because
you happen to be aman, with another student. And explain if the human dignity of the boy or the
girl diminishes or grows because of such atreatment.

Equality beforelaw

The State shall not deny to any person equality before the law or
the equal protection of the lawswithin theterritory of I ndia.
-Art. 14, Constitution of India
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12. DIFFERENT BUT EQUAL

One day the teacher came with some

cardboard pieces to the classroom. He

placed them on the table and said to the
students, “ See this, thisisthe world map.
But | havecut it into piecesand havemixed
them up. Now, can anyone of you place
these pieces in the correct position and

create a world map? Those who believe

that they can, may come”.

First, agirl attempted, but she failed. Then, another girl tried but failed. Five other girls
who followed her too failed. But a student named Shanthi was observing this keenly. She was
wondering why those students failed in their attempts.

Shanthi rose up as the 8" student and tried. She put al the pieces upside down.
Immediately, the teacher said, “What are you doing?’ She replied, “Wait for a while, | am
trying”.

What did Shanthi do? When she placed the pieces upside down, there she saw aman’s
image. So, she arranged the pieces to form the complete image. This was easy for her. When
the man’ simage was formed on one side, the world map formed al by itself ontheinverseside.
The teacher praised Shanthi.

What truth does this incident convey? The world stands divided only since people are
split up. When people living in acountry are split, the nation is split too. Evilslike discrimination,
domination and sdlfishness divide people, who divide the nation and destroy it. Peace islost.

Atthesametime, it isnatural that men are different from each other by race, language,
religion and culture. We dealt with thisin the lesson * Pluri Communities . We should accept this
diversity and respect it. When we acknowledge and accept this, there comes good relationship
and co-ordination among the divisions. This will protect a nation from destruction. Then, the
teacher explained that the game's objective was to point out that only when we respect and
acknowledge the habits, culture, religion and language of peoplein every country, abrotherhood
will develop among dl people of thisworld.
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Class Exercise

1. 8 What are the basis on which people are divided in our nation? (Eg.) Caste.
L oo
2

o oA~ W

b) Who are the people depicted in aderogatory manner in films and television? (Example - How
are domestic helpers shown in films?)
Per sons Depicted How arethey depicted derogatorily

g |||l

c) Who arethe people you dislike
for creating divisions in the
society? Why?

(Example) | donot likethe
money lender, who resides in our
street because he enslaves poor
people by lending money for high
interest.

Thechildren born of the same parentsenjoy equal statusandrights. So
also, there needs to be equality among people belonging to the same
nation.

- Periyar
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Whom do you dislike? Why

4.

5.

2. @) Do you discriminate among the students in your class? If yes, why?

b) Is there unity although there is diversity? Why? How?

3. Observethe diverse Indians pictures given below. Note down their appearance, attire, culture
and language in the column given beside the picture.

(a) What are the similarities you observe in the pictures?
(b) What are the dissimilarities?

(c) What makes us united in spite of the dissmilarities?

(a) Similarities (b) Dissimilarities
1 1
2 2
3 3
4 4
5 5
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(c) What brings us all together?

g | | W] DN]| PP

Home Exercise I

4. ) Y ou have met the peoplein the be-
low mentioned columns, often. Think of
3 good qudities you find in them. Write

them and bring it to class.

All National Groups shall have Equal Rights!
There shall be equal statusin the bodies of state,
in the courts, and in the schools,

for all national groups and races,

All people shall have equal rights to use their own language and to develop their
own folk culture and customs,

All national groups shall be protected by law against insults to their race and

national pride;

The preaching and practice of national, race or colour discrimination and contempt

shall be a punishable crime; All apartheid laws and practices shall be set aside.
(Freedom charter of South Africa, 1955).
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b) Write down the social features that would affect their human nature. Of the qualities that

you see in them, which are the qualities that could affect them?

Persons Good Qualities That, which could affect them
1 1
Scavengers 5 5
3. 3
Hindus L L
2 2
3 3.
Mudims L 1
2 2
3. 3
1 1
Chrigtians
2 2
3. 3
1 1
Daily labourers
2. 2
3 3
1 1
Child Labourers
2. 2
3 3.

5) After reading this lesson, go home and reflect on them for awhile. Let us consider that you

think that your pre-conceived notions about others were incorrect. Write down suggestions on
how to tell this to others. Bring this to class and share it with other students.
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Essentials of unity in diversity

Men belong to different races, rdigions, cultures, and nationdities. We have to ac-
cept this redity whole heartedly. Remember, human dignity is the same.  Accept the
differences.

Acceptances:

Recognition:
We must recognize that the basic human rights are the same for al human beings.
Tolerance:

We must remember that the different bdiefs, customs, socio-economic structures of
different people are inevitable. Learn to tolerate these differences.

Appreciation:
We mugt appreciate what is good in other cultures and praise them for that. We

should not condemn things just because they belong to the down trodden or foreign
cultures.

Assmilating:
We must accept what is good in other cultures and try to make them our own.
Objective outlook:

Society may be prejudiced againgt certain things. But we must learn to look at them
objectively and cometo aconcluson. We must remember that these prejudices may be
the result of the selfishness of certain people in the past.

Offering Help:

We must be prepared to accept as human beings even those belonging to other
cultures and try to help them in their nesds. We must think in terms of human rights.

Total outlook:

We must not view the problems of the down trodden, women, tribes and other sde
lined people as isolated problems, but view them as part of nationa and internationa
problems.

-UN Human Rights Series 1989
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13. FREEDOM

On August 15th, Independence Day is
celebrated in a school. All the students
have pinned paper national flags on their
shirts. ThePanchayat President hoiststhe
national flag on theflag post planted in the

school compound. Students clap hands

joyously. Once the flag is hoisted and the
national anthem is sung, the Panchayat
President, whoisthe Chief Guest, delivers
the Independence Day Special Address.

Dear Headmaster !
Teachers,
Parents!

and My dear Students!

My Independence Day wishes to al of you. Each year we celebrate this day as our
Independence Day, with great joy. It is good that we celebrate. Why should we be Indepen-
dent? What is the importance of this day? Only if we think of al these, there will be ameaning
in celebrating this day.

Don't al people long to live? Why does this longing for existence exist? Isn't it for
living? What is living? Living means, leading an independent life. Independence means a life
with rights. Does living mean leading any sort of life? Isit called independence? Definitely not.
Y ou should know that life means|eading an independent life. Leading an independent life doesn’t

mean living according to your will. Y ou should be aware of that too.
9



Let’ sthink of our country now. Why do we cel ebrate Independence Day? It means that

before we got Independence, we were dependents and slaves! Who were we endaved by?

A Student
Panchayat
President
Student

Panchayat
President

By foreigners.

How were we endaved?
They ruled over us. They had al the authority. They wanted us to do whatever
they wanted us to do.

- All that istrue. Why did they come from aland 6,000 miles away to rule over

us? Firgt, to endave us and plunder our wealth. Second, they thought

that we couldn’t rule ourselves and only they could rule. See! They didn’t
bother to think that we have honour. They thought that we didn’t have anything
and we were people with no integrity. How could we remain silent after al
these? So dl our people got together and opposed them. When we opposed,
they hit uswith clubs and shot at us with guns. They imprisoned us. They killed
many. But did we give up? No. Leaders like Gandhi, Nehru, Ambedkar and
Kamargj said, ‘ Independenceis our birthright’ and rallied people and made
them fight. Many leaders and peoplelost their lives. These people didn’t diefor
their sakes. They died for our country’'s independence. So, do you redize
the value of Independence? Now,

Another important information has to be remembered.

We shouldn’t celebrate Independence Day, just to remember the
independence that we got in 1947. We should protect the independence that we
got on that day. We should know that we have the right to ask. Shouldn’t
everyonein our land enjoy the Independence which we struggled to get, because
ahuman being can’t remain ahuman being if there is no freedom? So all should
be independent. It isnot enough if we are independent. We should strive for the
independence of otherstoo. Am | right?
| thank all those who gave me an opportunity to take part in this
function. (The function cameto a close with the distribution of sweets
to everyone)

The essence of human natureis human freedom and the consciousness
of thisFreedom. The value of freedom isfelt only aslong as one enjoys.
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Class Exercise

1.8) What is Independence? Write down your views on it and share them in the class.

b) What are the freedoms you enjoy? What are the freedoms that you are denied.

Freedoms Denied Freedoms

Independence is the basis for the growth of an individual and that of the
society. Only democracy can provide this growth. It is this democracy that
nurtures Unity in Diversity.

- Nehru
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2. @) Suppan was a scavenger. But he desires to educate his son well and see him get a
government job. Since he didn’t have enough funds, he asked hisemployer for assistancefor his
son’s studies. But the employer said, “What is your son going to do after receiving education?
He hasto continue your work, even if heiseducated. Isn't it? So, don’t send your son to schoal.

I’ll help you when he gets married”. Since Suppan had no other option, he continued his daily

work. What was the reason for Suppan’ s acceptance?

b) Kanimozhi was a good student, who
studied in the 7" grade. Her father was a
tailor and her mother worked asa domestic
helper in a household. Her parents sent
her to school. But then her father needed
help at his tailor shop. So, he said to
Kanimozhi, “You have studied enough.
From now on, come to my shop and help
me”. But her mother Rasathi wanted her

daughter to study. Kanimozhi also wanted
to study and become a professor. But she
couldn’t object to her father’swords. She
became a prisoner to the circumstances.
All her teachers spoke for her. But when
the school re-opened, Kanimozhi wasn’t
therein the 8" std.

If you werein Kanimozhi’s situation . . .? Write down your opinion and feelings.

¢) Mdarvizhi’s house was on the road side. She liked to keep things clean. Her hobby was
sweeping, cleaning and adorning the house in the morning and evening. But she would throw all
the garbage on the road. On seeing this her friends said, “Why do you throw the garbage on the
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road instead of putting it into the garbage bin at the street corner?” Kanimozhi retorted, “I have
the freedom to empty garbage on the road. Let the Municipdity’ s sanitation worker clean the
road. | don’t have to care about it.” What is your opinion about this?

d) Manimaran isastudent studying in 12" std. Hewould study till 11.00 p.m. and listen to songs
on his tape recorder till 12 at night. He liked to hear songs at high volume. His neighbours
would go to deep by 10.30 p.m. The volume of Manimaran's tape recorder disrupted their
deep. When many people complained to Manimaran, he said, “I have the freedom to listen to
songs’. What is your opinion on this?

€) Mdathi is a class 10 student. She would play truant often and go to watch movies without
informing her parents. Whenever her friends said, “What you are doing is wrong,” her retort
would be, “I wish to live independently. | have the freedom to do whatever | want, whenever
| wish”. What is your opinion about this?

f) Ezhil wanted to study engineering. But her parents said, “Members of our family have
studied medicine and have become doctors since many generations. So, you should aso study
medicineg’, and got her admitted in the medical college. Although she had no interest, she went
to college as per her parents’ wish; What is your opinion on this?

DAt te Cr cod e
- Right to Freedom
Protection of certain rightsregarding freedom of speech, etc.
(2) All citizens shdl have theright -

(@) to freedom of speech of expression ;

(b) to assemble peaceably and without arms;

(¢) to form associations or unions ;

(d) to move fredly throughout the territory of India;

(e) to reside and settle in any part of the territory of India; [and]

(g) to practice any profession, or to carry on any occupation, trade or
business.

Art. 19, Constitution of India




Home Exercise |

1. Ask your mother about the extent of freedom she has at your home. Ask her about the
freedoms enjoyed by her and denied to her. Shareit in class.

2. Ask theleadersand prominent people of your village about the freedoms that the people
inyour village have and the freedoms that have been denied to them. Compile them and
bring it to class.

We, the people of India having solemnly resolved to constitute India into a
sovereign, Socialist, secular, Democratic republic, and to secure to all its
citizens.

LIBERTY of thought, expression, belief, faith and worship... do hereby adopt,
enacts and give to ourselves this constitution
(Preamble, constitution of India)

Freedom of consciance and free profession, practice and propagation of
religion. Subject to pubic order, morality, and health and to the other provisions
of this part, all persons are equally entitled to freedom of conscience and the
right freely to profess, practise and propagate religion.

Nothing in thisarticle shall affect the operation of any existing law or prevent
the state from making any law :

(&) regulating or restricting any economic, financial, political or other secular
activity which may be associated with religious practice;

(b) providing for social welfare and reform or the throwing open of Hindu
religiousinstitutions of a public character to all classes and sections of Hindus
(Article 25, Constitution of India)

No one shall be held in slavery servitude; slavery and the slave trade shall be
prohibited in all their forms.

(Article 4, UN Declaration of Human rights, 1948)
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PROMOTI ON AND PROTECTI ON OF HUMANNESS
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Part - 4 I

PROMOTI ON AND PROTECTI ON
OF HUMANNESS

14. Needs and Desires

15. Human Rights

16. Monarchy and Democracy
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14. NEEDS AND DESIRES

Basic needs are fundamental rights. Rights are meant for man and they cannot be
separated from man. They help a human being to lead a life with integrity. So, the
State and Central Governments are duty -bound to protect these rights.

Desires

These are related to feelings. Even if desires are judt, it can’'t be said that the
Government is duty-bound to fulfil them. Fulfilment of the need or desires cannot be

made compulsory.

There is no life without Rights

@ Desires are not life

It isahamlet. Manikandan, who livesin

that small village, is a farmer. His wife
Muniammal was in the advanced stage
of her pregnancy. In their village, it is

the midwife, who takes care of the
delivery. If thereisany complication, the
survival of the mother and child is
doubtful.

Muniammal had labour pain. As usua, word
was sent to the midwife. The woman came
and started tending to Muniammal. Time went by. Muniamma couldn’t bear the pain. The
midwife did al that she could to help. She didn’t know what €lse to do and said, “I can’'t do
anything more. Only if she is taken to the government hospital, the mother and child can be
saved”. Manikandan didn’'t know what to do. Buses don't come to their village. To catch a
bus, one had to walk 5 km to the main road and there was no proper road to go to the main
road. Even if they wanted to go to town and hire ataxi, taxi-driverswouldn’t be willing to come
sincethe road was bad. Even if one of them relented, they would demand exorbitant amount of
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money. These were peoplewho led aday to day existence. How could they afford it? Manikandan
pleaded with his neighbour and took his wife to the hospital in the neighbour’ s bullock cart. But

it was too late by then. Muniamma delivered a child. But das! the child was born dead.

It was a small family. There were 2
children. The father worked in aprivate
company. Hissaary sufficed just to meet
the monthly household expenses. They
could barely make both ends meet even
if they spent money carefully. They could
spend for the child’s medical and
educational expenses, if they spent

money carefully.

But the needs of families these days do not stop here! The children would go to the
neighbour’ s house to watch television astherewasno TV set a home. Thewife didn’t likethis
and compeled the husband to buy atelevision set. She said to her husband, “All we have here
are old chairs. It would have been nice if there were sofa sets at home, when we have to
entertain guests’. The hushand asked her how they could afford it with no money. Thewifetold
him, “Do people buy things with alump sum in hand? We'll pay a smal initid amount and pay
therest ininstaments’. The husband didn’t know what to do. The children too pestered him.
So, they bought the sofa. Then they proceeded to buy the washing machine and vacuum cleaner
since they could aso be bought by making paymentsin ingaments. The only outcome of al this

was that they were drowned in debts.

L Needs J Desires

These are basic features
necessary for human beingsto
lead a life as human beings.
Without these, one cannot live as
a human being. (example - food,

clothing)
— —
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These cannot be called basic
necessities of life. Even without
these, people can have a normal

existence.
(example - refrigerator)




Class Exercise

1. Basic needs

a) In the firgt incident, what facility was lacking, leading to the death of the child?
(eg.) Road, Transport facility

b) Give 2 reasons to say that these needs are basic rights of people.

¢) In the second incident, were the things that were bought, basic necessities?
Debate on this in the class after forming groups and compile the views.

2.(8) List the basic necessities that you need to lead a human life.

1. 2.
3. 4.
5 6.
7 8.
9 10.

According to the changing social environment, the luxuries of one era
will become necessities|ater. eg.:- 25 yearsago transistors might have been
luxury goods. But today it has become a basic necessity. In this day and

agewhen theimportance of communication hasincreased alot, thisarticle
has become an absolute necessity.
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b) Put in order the things that you consider important from among the above-mentioned ar-

ticles.
1. 2.
3. 4.
5. 6.
7. 8.
9. 10.

¢) Theteacher should write down the notes prepared by students on the blackboard. Questions
should be put to students to find out how much importance they attribute to different kinds of
necessities. Answers should be sought. Finally the teacher should share his’her thoughts on

them.

3. Desires

a) List thethingsyou desire

1. 2.
3. 4.
5. 6.
7. 8.
9. 10.

b) Put into order the things among these that you consider to be important.

1 2.
3. 4.
5. 6.
7. 8.
9. 10.

basic necessities are basic rights
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¢) The teacher should write on the blackboard, the things that the students put in order. The
teacher should put questions to the students to find out how much importance they attribute to
what kinds of needs and finally the teacher should share his/her thoughts.

4) Give answer sto the following questions, keeping in mind the village/ city that you
livein.

a) People of what kinds of economic status reside in your village / city? (Eg.: Daily labourers,
printers, Big Industriaists, Merchants . . )

b) What are the basic amenities that each section of people have now?

¢) What are the basic amenities that they need?

d) Why are these basic needs not available to them yet?

S. No. Section Basic amenities| Amenitiesthat Reasons

of People available arenot available | for unavailability

10.
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€) Why have the basic needs not been fulfilled yet for many people?

f) For a select few, not only their basic needs, but also their desires are fulfilled. Why?

0) When you see such discriminations, some queries may arise in your mind. Write 3 such
important questions and share them with other students.

1
2.
3.

h) Will you accept a condition in which the basic amenities are ill denied to one group of
people? Why? Cite reasons.

1
2.
3.

i) When the basic needs of one section of people are not fulfilled, the desires of another section
are fulfilled. Will you accept such a situation? Why? Cite reasons.

1
2.
3.
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Home Exer cise

1. @) List down the thingsin your house.

1. 2.
3 4.
5. 6.
7 8.
9 10.
b) Sort them into basic necessities and luxuries.
Basic Needs Desires (Luxuries)

¢) Write the use of each article

d) Mention the things that are necessary to lead allife.

Fist sized heart - But desiresthat could fill an ocean
The footwear we don’t use are of the bare footed!

The houseswe have constructed and have left empty belong to the
homeless!

Thelandswe have amassed and left untilled belong to thetillers!

The clothes we stack unused in wardrobes, belong to the bare
bodied !
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€) Mention the things without which life cannot go on.

f) Mention which things are for luxury or adornment or are status symbols

g) Arethere things in your house that have been bought but kept unused by your family mem-
bers or you? If yes, list them.

2.8) Buy or get from your parents, an article that you like, which fulfils abasic need and bring it
to school.

b) Keep all the things that the students brought, in a place so that everyone can see them.

c) Tdl the class why you like these things.

d) Give dl these things to a poor girl, who has been denied basic amenities.

€) Each student should write down the feelings that arose in their hearts, when they gave away

the things and each student should share thisin class.
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3.8) There are thousands of farmers in this country, who do not own even a piece of land and
work for daily wages. There are also people, who own thousands of acres of land without
directly farming them. What shall we call such people? Write the relation between

this situation and human rights and read it in class.

b) There are countless |abourers, who don’'t even have a proper shelter. On the other hand, there
are people who keep constructing one house after another. What shall we call such people?

Write down the relation between this situation and human rights and read in class.
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15. HUMAN RIGHTS

1) Do you have a cattle shed in your house? We keep cattle in the cattle shed and give
them food and water whenever we like. Sometimes we forget. Do the cattle ever ask, “lsn’'t
your family able to eat to itsfill only because of the hard work that | do? Then why don’t you
feed me?’

Your house is brand new with dl the amenities. It is sparkling clean. But look at the
cattle shed. It isfull of hay and mud. The floor is dirty. Do the cows at any time ask why their
shed is kept so shabbily when your house is maintained so well? Do they ever ask, “Y ou go out
for strollsin the morning. Why am | kept tied up al day?’

2) Wekill the goats that we feed and eat them. We eat our chickens too. Does the goat
ask, “What right do you have to take my life?” Does the hen ask, “How many eggs | laid for
you! You ate the eggs and now are you going to eat me too?’

Let us think for awhile. Why does man aone raise questions? Why does he demand
rights?

He talks of the right to live. He asks for a house to reside in. He talks of the right to
clothing, food, and what not? Why is this s0?

We saw that dl living thingslong to live. All living creatures have aright to live but they
do not have the intelligence to demand their right.

Only man has the intelligence to demand his rights. Man aone has the power to think.
Hewantsto mingle with othersand lead alife that is on par with others. Man alone thinks of his
future and asks for individual rights. He also fedls that protection of other peopl€ srightstoo is
his duty.

Man makes new discoveries constantly. Man, who once lived in caves, now residesin
big buildings. But birds and animals have remained the same. Have you seen a weaver bird's
nest? It is the same in all places on earth. It has continued to look the same way from the

Each State Party shall take effective legidative, administrative, judicia or other
measures to prevent acts of torture in any territory under its jurisdiction.

(Article 2.1, UN Convention against Torture and other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or
Punishment, 1984)




beginning till now. But man develops his knowledge by his thinking. He effects changes. It is
because of this that he talks of rights.
Man can lead a complete life only when he can live with human rights. Only then he

can grow as an individud.

An eight month old child sways its arms and legs as it wishes. It smiles at everyone,
crawls, triesto get up and walk. Thechild babbles. What doesthisshow? Thisisthefirst stage
of itslonging for rights.

€g: Right to laugh and be happy, Right to talk and converse, Right to wak and move
about and Right to cohabit.

So, only when a person leads a life with human rights, he/she would be able to live a
fulfilled life.
Human Rights:-
1. Inborn: We are born with arms, legs and other organs. Likewise, we are entitled to Human
Rights at birth.
2. Inseparable: Our possessions can be robbed away from us but not our rights.
3. Common to all: Human Rights are common to everybody, who isborn asahuman being on
this earth. Human Rights are common to dl, no matter which religion, or country they belong to
and no matter which language they speak.
4. Confined to a limit: Behaving according to one’s own desire is not a human right. On the

contrary one should respect other’ srights and lead responsible lives. Thisis our duty too.
5. Defending duty: When others' rights are robbed, it is our duty to protect their rights.

When do human rights become idle?
a.When oppressed people lose hope.

b.When peace and justice prevail.
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THE UNIVERSAL DECLARATION ON HUMAN RIGHTS (1948)

What are Human Rights?

Human Rights are related to the dignity of
human beings. These have been guaranteed by
the constitutions created by nations and
international human rights conventions and are
being implemented by Indian Courts.

Vi a

a. Freedom of Speech

b. Freedom of conscience

God has granted 3 boons to India

c. The prudence never to practise either of them.

Former Chief Justice of the Supreme Court

A\

V.R. Krishnaiyyar,

2/

Right to Freedom, Equaliy

All human beings are born free
and equal in dignity and rights. They are
endowed with reason and conscienceand
should act towardsoneanother in aspirit
of brotherhood.

person. (Art. 02)

Everyone is entitled to all the
rights. And freedom set forth in this
Declaration. Without distinction of any
kind. Such asrace, colour, sex, language,
religion, political, or other opinion,
national or social origin, property, birth
or other status (Art. 02)
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Right tolive

Every one has the right
to life, liberty and security of

person. (Art. 03)

Right to live without being
subjected totorture
No one shall be subjected to
tortureor to cruel, inhuman
or degrading treatment or

punishment. (Art. 05)
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Right to health

Everyonehastheright to
a standard of living adequate for
the health and well being of
himself and of his family.
Including food, clothing, housing
and medical care and necessary

social services. (Art. 25.1)




Right to marry the per son

oneloves

Men and women of full age,
without any limitation due to race,
nationality or religion, havetheright
tomarry and to found a family. They
areentitled toequal rightsastomar -
riage, during marriage and at itsdis-
solution. (Art. 16.1)

Marriage shall be entered
into only with the free and full con-
sent of the intent (Art. 16.2)
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Cultural Rights

Everyone has the right

freely toparticipatein thecultural
life of the community. To enjoy
theartsand to sharein scientific
advancement and its benefits.
(Art. 27.1)

Right to Education

Everyone has the right to
education. Education shall be free,
atleast in the elementary and
fundamental stages. Elementary
education shall be compulsory Technical
and professional education shall be
made generally available and higher
education shall be equally accessibleto
all on the basis of merit. (Art. 26.1)

Parents have a prior right to
choosethekind of education in that shall

begiven totheir children (Art. 26.2)
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Right to Religion

Everyonehastherightto
freedom of thought conscience
and religion; thisright includes
freedom to change his religion
or belief, and freedom, either
aloneor in community with other
and in public or private, to
manifest hisreligion or belief in

teaching, practice, worship and
observance. (Art. 18)

. Right to reside and migrate

Everyonehastheright to
freedom of movement and
residence within the borders of
each state (13.1)

Everyonehastheright to
leave any country including his
own. Andtoreturntohiscountry
(13.2)

A man asked, “Ma’am. You are very beautiful!
What do you do to keep your body beautiful!?”
Guess what the woman said in reply!
“I usetruth for my lips,
Sweetness for my voice,
Sympathy for my eyes,
Will to give, for my hands and

love for my heart”. pp‘
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Equality and
Protection of Law

All areequal before
the law and are entitled
without any discrimination
to equal protection of the
law. All are entitled to
equal protection against
any discrimination in
violation of this
Declaration and against
any incitement to such
discrimination (Art.7)

Right toVote

Everyonehastheright to
take part in the government

freely chosen representatives.
(21.1)

Everyonehastheright to
equal accessto public servicein
hiscountry. (21.2)
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Right to form unions

Everyone has theright to
freedom of peaceful assembly and
association. (20.1)

No one may be compelled
tobelongto an association (20.2)
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Right tocitizenship

Everyonehastheright to
nationality. (15.1)

No one shall be
arbitrarily deprived of his
nationality nor denied the right
to change hisnationality. (15.2)

b £
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Right toproperty

Everyonehastheright to

own property aloneaswell asin
association with others. (17.1)

Right to Expression

Everyone has the right
to freedom of opinion and
expression; thisright includes
freedom to hold opinions
without interference and to
seek receive and impart
information and ideas through
any media regardless of
frontiers (Art 19)




Right to Work

Everyone has the right
to work. To free choice of
employment. To just and
favourable conditions of work
and to protection against
unemployment (23.1)

- The rights of man are those which are due to a man in as
much as he isa man.

- The rights of man are those which belong or should belong
to all men and of which he should not be deprived.

I don’t wish to be a slave to anyone
Nor do | wish to be a master

I view this as democracy.

If contradictions rise in this view,

Then, ‘Democracy’ is not the name for it.

- Abraham Lincoln

119



Human Rights can be divided into 6 categories.

Right Example
1. Culturd Rights Right to Educeation
2. Economic Rights Right to get afair salary

3. Socia Rights Right to lead an equd life
4. Rdligious Rights Right to pray
5. Political Rights Right to speak

6. Environmenta Rights

Right to inhale clean air.

ClassExercise I

1. List therights you have in the above mentioned 6 categories.

Economic
Rights

Social
Rights

Religious
Rights

Political Cultural Environmental
Rights Rights Rights
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2.Write down your dutiesand rights.
Learning to read and write - Right
(ex.) Going to the School regularly - Duty

My Rights
At home At School
My Duty
At home At School
Rights
Of Parents Of the Child
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Duties

Of Parents Of the Child
Rights
Of the Teacher Of the Student
Duty
Of the Teacher Of the Student

Indigenous and tribal peoples shal enjoy the full measure of human rights and fundamental
freedoms without hindrance or discrimination...

(Article 3.1, International Labour Conference: Convention concerning
Indigenous and Tribal Peoplesin Independant Countries, 1989)
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Rights

Of the Employer

Of the Employee

Duty

Of the Employer

Of the Employee

3. (&) What aretherightsthat the people mentioned under have ?

Poor People
1 2.
3 4.
E 6.
Daily Wage labourers
1 2.
3. 4,
5. 6.
Women
1. 2
3. 4.
5. 6.
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Children

1 2.

3 4,

c 6.
Dalits

1 2.

3. 4.

5. 6.

b) How are these people affected by the violations of their rights?

¢) What can be done to protect their right?.

People Violated Rights Effects Waysto Protect

1. Poor People

2. Labourers

3. Women

4. Children

5. Dalits
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4. Mark which is wrong and which is right. Then give reasons.

Violation of Right

Right

Wrong

Reasons

1. You shouldn’t livein Indiasince you are

aMudim.

2. You shouldn’'t draw water out of the public

well since you are a Ddlit.

3. You do not have the right to inherit property

since you are awoman.

4. You shouldn’t travel to the places you like.

5. Y ou should not do the work that you want to.

6. You can buy things only from certain shops.

7. Women shouldn’t be vehicle drivers.

8. You should not speak in your mother tongue.

9. When school time gets over, boys can play.

Girls should do household chores.

10. Y ou should not practices the religion you desire.

11. You should not marry the person you desire.

12. Y outh of the village/town shouldn’t form clubs.
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For long, especialy during the colonia period, the peoples of Asiasuffered from gross
violations of their rights and freedoms. Today large sections of our people continue to
be exploitedand oppressed and many of our societies are torn apart by hatred and
intolerance. Increasingly the people redlize that peace and dignity are possible only
when the equa and inalienable rights of al persons and groups are recognized and
protected... (Preamble, Asian Human Rights Charter: A Peoples’ Charter, 1998)




5.Read the statements given below and mark if they are right or wrong. Cite reasons.

Statements

Right

Wrong

Reasor]

1. When big damsare built for the sake of the country’s

devel opment, evacuating the people, who live there, is

not wrong.

2. Building houses for the poor, is not the Govt's duty
because then the poor will become idle.

3. Employees should work seven days a week.

4. 1t is not wrong to make children below 14 years of

age work for income.

5. A widow should not remarry

6. It is not fair that women and men get paid equally.

7. It is not wrong to kill elephants to get tusks for

making ornamental articles.

8. The cause of poor people' s agony istheir idleness.

9. Good wives should obey the words of their
husbands.

10. The demand that Dalits should be respected like

others, isajust demand.

11. Removing dumsto beautify the citiesis not wrong.

12. It isnot the Govt.’s duty to provide employment
to youth.

13. If children of the poor go to schooal, the livestock
cannot be cared for. So, if they tend the cattle,

it will prove useful for the family.

14. Therich should be given priority, since
they have money and status.
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6. Read the Rights given in the United Nations' Declaration on Human Rights given at the
end of the lesson, in agroup. Then list down the Rights.

A w DD

etc.
2.0f the Rights given here, what are the Rights that you have come to know now?
1
2.
3.
etc.
3.0f these Rights, which do you think are enjoyed by the people of our country. List them.

4.From your experience, list are the Rights that are denied to the people of our country.

Home Exercise I

7.9) Select aRight that you like and write it here.

b) Draw apicture to symbolise it.

) Show thisillustration to your classmates and,
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1. Tdl them why you like this Right and,
2. How the illustration symbolises the Right.

d) Place thisiillustration on the class's notice board for others to see.

€) Theteacher should put some questionsto the students after seeing al the drawings (eg. Isthe
right, that you have selected, given to you by others or is it a one that come from your heart?

How?)

f) Finally the teacher should share hig/ her thoughts with the students about the rights?

What can laws do? I

Social Disabilities Removal Act, 1833.

Travancore State’s Declaration on Untouchability ~ Abolishment, 1925.
Temple entry Act, 1939.

Protection of Civil Rights Act, 1950.
SC/ST Prevention of Atrocities Act, 1989.

-/

N\

Untouchability hasn’t been removed although these laws have been
enacted. Caste clashes continue to take place. Dalit colonies are still outside
villages. These colonies do not have proper roads or crematoriums.

Even if there are graveyard/crematoriums, there is no path to reach
the place. Dalits cannot enter temples or even touch temple chariots.

Inall actions concerning children, whether undertaken by public or private socia welfare
ingtitutions, courtsof law, administrative authorities or legidative bodies, the best interests

of the child shdl be a primary consideration.
(Article 3.1, UN Convention on the Right of the Child, 1989)
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16. MONARCHY AND DEMOCRACY

Teacher : Dear students, today we are going to learn something about an important lesson
in human rights education.

Student  : Sir, Areyou going to tell usastory?

Teacher : No, we are going to discuss something which is very important for al of us.

Student : What isthat? Tell ussr

Teacher : | am happy to seethat dl of you speak boldly in class.

Student  : Itisyou, who tell us that we should be free. Only because of that we talk
openly.

Teacher : Youtadk of Rights and Freedom. Who gave these to you?

Student : You

Teacher : Me? O.K. Let uskeep it that way. Who gave them to me?

Student : Didn’'t you say that rights are not given by anybody, and that they were
born with us? They can’t be given by anybody. Am I right?

Teacher : Great!! You have expressed it beautifully. It is true that our rights are born
with us. But don’'t we need the right to express them? Who gave them? Thisis
the question. We are going to learn about this now. Before that, I'll ask you
another question. Let’s see how you answer that.

Student  : (Inonevoice) What is the question?

Teacher : Who rules us now?

Student 1 : The Chief Minister

Student 2 : No, the Prime Minister

Teacher : OK. OK. who appointed this Minister?

Student  : The Governor or the President.

Teacher : Canthe Governor and President appoint anybody according to his’her will?

Student : That is not possible. They appoint the leader of the party, which has the mgjority.

Teacher : Who decides that which party has the mgjority?
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Student

Teacher :

Student

Teacher

Student

Teacher :

Student

Teacher :

Student

Teacher :

Student

. Wedecide. We vote for the representatives of the party, which we want to

come to power. Only they can come to power.

Now, we are coming to the crucial stage. Who elects the Chief Minister or the

Prime Minister, who rules over us?

: Wedo.

If s0, we dlect the Ministers and leaders who rule us. We do so by voting.If we
are not there, no one can become aMinister. Isn't it so? We cdll this
Democracy. We decide, who would do good to us and who would defend our
rights. Thisrule is by the people, for the people and of the people. We say that

al arekings of the nation since dl of us form the government together.

| have ancther doubt. Y ou were talking of ‘kings . There can be only one king.

How can everyone be aking?

(Surprised) Human Rights Education is really effective. What a difficult
question you have asked! There can be only one king. It is true. In monarchy,
one person will have al the power. Only he can be the king. Sometimes the

persons belonging to one family will be made kings, generation after another.
If aking does something wrong, will he be questioned? Will he be punished?
Nobody had the right to question the king. The people have neither the rights nor
law to tell how the king should rule. You know the rights that we have in

democracy. In monarchy, we can talk only of the duties of the people. No one can
talk of rights.

. Are human rights possible only in a democracy?

Yes. You said it correctly. Shouldn’t a government created by the people, protect
the rights of the people? It is because of this that we say that democracy should
be protected. Democratic rule is a rule that respects the people and treats

everyone equally. Only here, justice prevails.

. There have been many good kings. We have studied about them in our History

class.
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Teacher

Student

Teacher

It istrue. | agree that there have been many kings, who have been generous,
kind hearted and sympathetic. Let us suppose if some kings do not have these
qudlities. What can we do about it? Can we change the king? We can’t. But in
a democracy, if the Government we have eected did something wrong, and
didn’t respect our rights, we can take them away from power inthe next elections,
after 5 years. Thisis democracy.

| have to tell you something else too.
A king may do good for his people, out of kindheartedness and sympathy. Kind

heartedness and sympathy are needed in a democracy too. | don’t deny it. But
in ademocracy, it isthe duty of the gover nment to do good for the people. If

the government doesn’t do this, the people have the right to question the Gowt.
Itisfor this purpose that we have congtitutional laws. We can go to court if the
Govt. doesn’'t function according to the law.

. Isdemocracy so great? We have been thinking that Democracy means mere

voting. We understand now that the people are the main force behind a
Democracy.

. Do you know what we are caled in a Democracy? In monarchy, al of usare

subjects of the king. The king' s subjects have to depend on him and obey him.
But inaDemocracy, we are citizens. Here, citizens have freedom, legd protection
and right to citizenship. We have al the rights. We are citizens at all times,
irrespective of the religion and gender we belong to.

Democratic State

guar antees
satisfies
regulates
considers
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Monar chy Democr acy
Individua’s Power Peopl€’ s Power
Grace Duty
Favour Right
In Monarchy, people are In Democracy, people are citizens
subjects with no rights. protected by the law.
In Monarchy neither food In democracy people are the life.
nor water is life. The king All are kings of the nation.
islife.

Class Exercise I

1) Students should form groups and prepare answers for the questions given below which
should be shared in class later.

1.(a) Are the midday medl, free text books and school uniforms provided by the Government
of Tamil Nadu favours or are they rights that we are entitled to? Why?

b) Do you consider the services that have to be done for people by the Government of Tamil
Nadu favours or duties?

E, THE PEOPLE OF INDIA, having solemnly resolved to congtitute India into a
[SOVEREIGN SOCIALIST SECULAR DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC] and to

secure to dl its citizens:
Political - do hereby adopt, enact and give to ourselves this constitution.

Preamble , Constitution of India)
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c) In democracy, when Govts. forsake their duties, do you think that we have the rights to
question them? Whose rights are they? Why?

2) Model legislative assembly

a) You would have seen the proceedings of the legidative assembly, on the television. In the
same manner form a mode legidative assembly with a speaker, ruling party and opposition
parties.

b) ‘It isthe Government’s duty to provide medica facility.” Discuss this
or
‘Drinking water is a basic need of the people. Receiving thisis people’ sbasic right. It is
the Government’ s duty to provide this.” Debate on this.

c) In the activities of this legidative assembly’ s sessions, how were rights spoken of by
peopl€’ s representatives?

d)What were the rights talked about and how can they be protected?

Rights How?

In Asian political societies, colonid laws and authoritatian habits and styles of
administration persisted after independance. The State has become the source of
corruption and the oppression of the people. The democratisation and humanisation
of the Stateisa precondition for the respect for and the protection of rights. (Article
5.1, Asian Human Rights Charter: A Peoples Charter, 1998)
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@)What were the rights thRiglete said to be Violated? How?

3.a) Read the ligt of basic duties carefully.
b) Say what are the important duties that we have to do for the public to lead a prosperous,
protected life in the socia setup of today, in Tamil Nadu. Explain with reasons.

c)What are your suggestions to implement the important duties that you have mentioned?

Write down the suggestions for ach duty.

Important Duties Reasons Suggestions
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Home Exercise I

4 \Write your suggestionsto promote and protect people’ srightsin our country.
a) 10 activitiesto be carried out by the ruling party that has formed the Government.

© © N U M wWwDNPE

b)10 activities that have to be done by the opposition parties.

© © N U M wWwDNPE

People must participatein public affairs, through the € ectoral and other decision-
making and implementing processes, freefrom racid, religious or gender discriminations.

(Article 5.2, Asian Human Rights Charte : A Peoples’ Charter. 1998)
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d)10 Activities that have to be done by the Police Department

1

72—

© © N oo g > W

The State, which claimsto have the primary responsibility for the development
and well-being of the people, should be humane, open and accountable...

(Article 5.2, Asian Human Rights Charter : A Peoples’ Charter, 1998)
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Organisation of village panchayats.- The State shdl take tepsto organisevillage
panchayats and endow them with such powers and authority as may be necessary to

enable them to cuntion as units of saf-government.
Art. 40, Constitution of India
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i) Students should read out these suggestions in class.

() The teacher should share his/her thoughts on the entire exercise.

(k) All the suggestions should be compiled and sent in the form of aletter to the

following addresses.

(2) Nationa Election Commission

(2) State Election Commission

(3) Newspapers

(4) National Human Rights Commission

(5) State Human Rights Commission

(6) Supreme Court

(7) High Court

(8) Leader of the opposition party

(9) District Court

(10) Speaker of the Legidative Assembly

(11) State Police Officer

(12) The Chief Minigter's Chief Secretary.
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Fundamental Duties I

51-A. Fundamental Duties - It shdl be the duty of every citizen of India-

(@)

(b)

(©

(d)

(€

(f)

)

(h)

(i)

()

to abide by the Constitution and respect its ideals and institutions, the
National Flag and the National Anthem;

to cherish and follow the nobleideal swhich inspired our national struggle
for freedom;

to uphold and protect the sovereignty, unity and integrity of India;

to defend the country and render national service when called upon to
do so;

to promote harmony and the spirit of common brotherhood amongst all
the people of India transcending religious, linguistic and regional or sec-
tional diversities; to renounce practices derogatory to the dignity of
women;

to value and preserve the rich heritage of our composite culture;

to protect and improve the natural environment including forests, lakes,
riversand wild life, and to have compassion for living creatures,

to develop the scientific temper, humanism and the spirit of inquiry and
reform;

to safeguard public property and to abjure violence;

to strive towards excellence in all spheres of individual and collective
activity so that the nation constantly risesto higher levels of endeavour
and achievement.

Part IV-A 51-A Fundamental Duties, Constitution of India
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