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‘Reopen, probe ‘encounter’

killing cases involving

police official Vellaidurai’

Observing that the then Assistant Commissioner admitted he committed four ‘encounters, the
SHRC said the acknowledgement of having committed encounters should not be a matter of pride

The Hindu Bureau
MADURAI

uman Rights Or-
H ganisation Peo-
ple’s Watch has

urged the State govern-
ment to reopen and con-
duct an inquiry into all ‘en-
counter’ killing cases
involving Additional Supe-
rintendent of Police S.
Vellaidurai.

At a press meet held
here on Monday, Executive
Director of People’s Watch
Henri Tiphagne welcomed
the order of the Tamil Na-
du State Human Rights
Commission (SHRC) that
I'ECDIHII]EHCI.EEI COMmMpceisa-
tion to the family members
of history-sheeters Muru-
gan alias Kal Mandayan
and Kaviarasan who were
shot dead in an ‘encounter’
in Madurai in 2010 by a
team of police, led by the
then Assistant Commis-

sioner of Police Vellaidurai.
The SHRC recommended
to the Home Department
to pay compensation of I3
lakh each to Guruvammal,
mother of Murugan, and
Seethalakshmi, mother of
Kaviarasan.

It also recommended
that after the payment of
compensation, the Home
Department could recover
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33 lakh from Mr. Vellaidu-
rai and 1.5 lakh each from
police officials Thennarasu
and Ganesan, who were
part of the team involved
in the ‘encounter’.

The SHRC observed that
the then Assistant Com-
missioner had admitted
that he had committed
four ‘encounters’. The ack-
nowledgement of having

committed encounters be-
fore, where the criminals
had died, should not be a
matter of pride.

The SHRC said no law-
enforcing officer could
pass a ‘death sentence’
which was the prerogative
of the judiciary. It was the
duty of the police to bring
them before the criminal
jurisprudence system.

Taking note of the post-
mortem  report that
showed there was an entry
and exit wound of the bul-
let, the SHRC observed
that this indicated that the
bullet was fired at point
blank range and the police
personnel had the aim of
only killing the history-
sheeters, which was whol-
ly unacceptable.

Guruvammal, mother of
Murugan, and advocates
who had represented her
before the SHRC, were pre-
sent at the press meet.



