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THE Public Information Officer
(P10) at Government Hospital in
Ambasamudram has refused to
grant medical records of two SC
custodial torture victims includ-
ing aminor sought under Section
7(1) of Right to Information (RTD)
Act within 48 hours. Instead, the
PIO Dr Elavaraja told TNIE he
would furnish information with-
1n 30 days by treating the applica-
tions, filed by the mother of the
victims, as a normal one.

Rajeswari, the mother of the
two custodial torture victims,
filed the RTI application twodays
ago under the ‘life and liberty’
clause of the Act to urgently ap-
proach the High Court as the state
government, she said, is delaying
toregister an FIR against the sus-
pended Ambasamudram ASP
Balveer Singh.

A fortnight ago, the hu-
man rights organisation
People’s Watch, which is
assisting victims, filed
another application in
connection with the cus-
todial torture under Sec-
tion 7(1) of the Actto the PIO
of the collectorate. The PIO re-
plied to the petition within 24
hours.

Rajeswari told TNIE she i1s
planning to file an appeal under

records to torture
victims under RTI

Amudha to hold
inquiryon Apr 17,18

Principal secretary of rural
development department, P
Amudha, conducting a high-
level inquiry into the alleged
torture will be available at
Ambasamudram taluk office
on April 17and 18 from 10
amto 4 pm torecord

statements of victims.
Meanwhile, World
Organisation Against Torture
(OMCT), a global network of
NGOs for human rig hts,
expressed serious concern
about the tortureina
communication to the Chief
Minister MK Stalin.

the RT1T Act to get medical records
of her sons. “The doctors treated
my sons soon after they under-
went the custodial torture. The
. GH’s medical records are
““». mandatory for the legal
4 proceedings,” she added.
Dr Elavaraja said he
would furnish informa-
tion to Rajeswari within
30days adding he could not
treat her petition under Sec-
tion 7 (1) of the Act.
When contacted by TNIE,

Latha, Joint Director of Health
Services, said that she would talk
to Elayaraja in this connection.




