
Status of Coastal Communities in Tamil Nadu 

S.No People died Arrested Boats damaged 
People’s 

intervention 
Issue 

01 

Mr. Britto (21) on 

March 2017 at 

Puducherry 

- - 

Complaint  given 

to the SHRC 

from 

International 

Fishermen 

Federation 

Shot dead by the 

Sri Lankan coast 

guard 

02 
06th March 2017 

1 Person 
- - 

Before the 

season starts 

Shot dead by the 

Sri Lankan coast 

guard 

03 - - 

143 boats were 

under the Sri 

Lankan coast 

guard (2015 – 

2017) 

Continuous 

protest and 

petitions 

They accepted to 

release 71 boats  

04 - 
12 were 

arrested 

Two boats were 

confiscated by the 

Sri Lankan police 

Negotiation with 

both the state 

and central 

Govt. 

Illegal detention 

05 - 
6 were 

arrested 
- 

People protest 

for 19 arrested 

since 2016 

Drug Trafficking 

06 - - 
105 boats were 

seized 

PIL filed in High 

Court 

Fishing beyond 

the International 

Maritime 

Boundary Line 

(IMBL) 

07 - 

61 were 

arrested on 

Aug. 2017 

15 boats were 

impounded 

People were 

threatened with 

the guns 

Fishing beyond 

the International 

Maritime 

Boundary Line 

(IMBL) 

08 - - 

42 (178 boats 

seized) boats 

were released 20 

boats damaged 

due to parking in 

the sea for 2 

years 

Continuous 

struggling 

Fishing beyond 

the International 

Maritime 

Boundary Line 

(IMBL) 



09 - 

No 

information 

about 100 

fishermen 

7 boats were 

struck with Ockhi 

cyclone 

Roadroke 

Families claim 

1,000 fishers of 

Kanniyakumari 

missing 

10 - 

27 were 

arrested on 

13.12.2017 

5 boats were 

impounded 
- 

Allegedly fishing 

in Sri Lankan 

territory  

11 - - - 

5,000 fisher-

folks march in 

protest 

Families claim 

1,000 fishers of 

Kanniyakumari 

missing 

12 

2 died 

10.12.2017 (Rs 

10,00,000/- 

given to 2 

families)  

- - 
Fishermen 

families claim 
Ochki cyclone 

13 - 

30 

fishermen 

from 

Kanniyakum

ari, 

Thirunelveli, 

Ramanatha

puram 

detained 

(16.02.2017) 

- 
Negotiating with 

the Central Govt. 

Detained in 

Ikkish, Iran 

14 - 

10 

fishermen 

from 

Rameshwar

am arrested  

- 

Agitation among 

the fishermen 

group 

They were 

threatened with 

the guns 

15 - - 

The boats and net 

damaged by the 

Sri Lankan Navy 

(24.02.2017) 

Negotiating with 

the Central Govt. 

Attacks on 

fishermen 

16 - 
10 were 

arrested 

2 boats 

impounded 

(09.01.2017) 

Negotiating with 

the Central Govt. 

Attacked and 

arrested by the 

Sri Lankan Navy 

17 - 
7 arrested 

(14.07.2017) 
- 

People were 

mentally and 

physically 

affected 

Sri Lankan Navy 

boats were 

damaged by the 

Indian fishermen 



18 - 
8 arrested 

(19.11.2017) 

2 impounded 

boats 
People agitated 

Fishing beyond 

the International 

Maritime 

Boundary Line 

(IMBL) 

19 - 
2 arrested 

(09.09.2017) 

Damaged their 

boats 
People agitated 

Allegedly 

crossing the 

International 

Maritime 

Boundary Line 

said by Sri 

Lankan Navy 

20 - 
12 arrested 

(12.09.2017) 

2 impounded 

boats 
People agitated 

Allegedly 

crossing the 

International 

Maritime 

Boundary Line 

said by Sri 

Lankan Navy 

21 - 
4 attacked 

and injured 
Boats damaged People agitated 

Attacked with iron 

rods and 

snatched away 

their catch, 

fishing nets, GPS 

equipment at 

knife-point before 

fleeing 

22 - 
27 arrested 

(11.08.2018) 

Impounded their 

boats 

Their family 

members 

demanded the 

Govt. to rescue 

them 

Allegedly 

crossing the 

International 

Maritime 

Boundary Line 

said by Sri 

Lankan Navy 

23 - 
16 arrested 

(17.01.2018) 
Trawlers 

Their family 

members 

demanded the 

Govt. to rescue 

them 

Fast gunboats 

and fast attack 

craft attached to 

the northern 

naval command 

arrested the 

fishermen 



24 - 

7 arrested 

by Dubai 

navy force 

- 

Their family 

members 

demanded the 

Govt. to rescue 

them 

Allegedly 

crossing the 

International 

Maritime 

Boundary Line 

said by Dubai 

Navy force 

24 - 

8 arrested 

by Sri 

Lankan 

Navy 

(17.10.2018) 

- 

Their family 

members 

demanded the 

Govt. to rescue 

them 

Allegedly 

crossing the 

International 

Maritime 

Boundary Line 

said by Sri 

Lankan Navy 

25 - 
17 arrested 

(31.10.2018) 

3 mechanized 

boats impounded 

Their family 

members 

demanded the 

Govt. to rescue 

them 

Allegedly 

crossing the 

International 

Maritime 

Boundary Line 

said by Sri 

Lankan Navy 

26 - 
10 arrested 

(12.01.2019) 
- 

Their family 

members 

demanded the 

Govt. to rescue 

them 

Fishing beyond 

the International 

Maritime 

Boundary Line 

(IMBL) by SL 

navy 

27 - 
14 arrested 

30.12.2019 
3 trawlers seized 

Their family 

members 

demanded the 

Govt. to rescue 

them 

Fishing beyond 

the International 

Maritime 

Boundary Line 

(IMBL) by SL 

navy 

28 - 
13 arrested 

(27.12.2019) 

3 impounded 

mechanized 

boats 

Their family 

members 

demanded the 

Govt. to rescue 

them 

Fishing beyond 

the International 

Maritime 

Boundary Line 

(IMBL) by SL 

navy 

29 - 
7 arrested 

(10.2.2019) 

1 country boat 

impounded 

Their family 

members 

demanded the 

Fishing beyond 

the International 

Maritime 

Boundary Line 



Govt. to rescue 

them 

(IMBL) by SL 

navy 

30 - 
8 arrested 

(7.1.2029) 

1 impounded 

mechanized boat 

Their family 

members 

demanded the 

Govt. to rescue 

them 

Fishing beyond 

the International 

Maritime 

Boundary Line 

(IMBL) by SL 

navy 

31 - 
20 arrested 

(13.1.2029) 

2 impounded 

mechanized boat 

Their family 

members 

demanded the 

Govt. to rescue 

them 

Fishing beyond 

the International 

Maritime 

Boundary Line 

(IMBL) by SL 

navy 

32 

5 fishermen 

injured, attacked 

by Sri Lankan 

Naval Personnel 

(30.6.2019) 

- 1 boat damaged 

Their family 

members 

demanded the 

Govt. to take 

action. 

Fishing beyond 

the International 

Maritime 

Boundary Line 

(IMBL) by SL 

navy 

33 - 

7 fishermen 

arrested 

(29.7.2019) 

1 boat seized 

Their family 

members 

demanded the 

Govt. to rescue 

them 

Fishing beyond 

the International 

Maritime 

Boundary Line 

(IMBL) by SL 

navy 

34 - 

6 fishermen 

arrested 

(13.7.2019) 

1 boat seized 

Their family 

members 

demanded the 

Govt. to rescue 

them 

Fishing beyond 

the International 

Maritime 

Boundary Line 

(IMBL) by SL 

navy 

35 - 

4 fishermen 

arrested 

(27.6.2019) 

1 country boat 

seized 

Their family 

members 

demanded the 

Govt. to rescue 

them 

Fishing beyond 

the International 

Maritime 

Boundary Line 

(IMBL) by SL 

navy 

36 - 

3 fishermen 

injured. 

(30.6.2019) 

Damaged 1 boat 

and nets 

Their family 

members 

demanded the 

Govt. to rescue 

them 

Fishing beyond 

the International 

Maritime 

Boundary Line 



(IMBL) by SL 

navy 

37 - 

11 

fishermen 

injured. 

(30.3.2019) 

 

Damaged 1 boat 

and nets 

Their family 

members 

demanded the 

Govt. to rescue 

them 

Fishing beyond 

the International 

Maritime 

Boundary Line 

(IMBL) by SL 

navy 

38 - 

3000 

fishermen in 

570 boats 

chased 

away 

(8.3.2019) 

Damaged the 

nets of 30 

vessels. 

Their family 

members 

demanded the 

Govt. to take 

action. 

Fishing beyond 

the International 

Maritime 

Boundary Line 

(IMBL) by SL 

navy 

39 - 

11 

fishermen 

arrested 

(27.3.2019) 

3 mechanized 

boats seized 

Their family 

members 

demanded the 

Govt. to rescue 

them 

Fishing beyond 

the International 

Maritime 

Boundary Line 

(IMBL) by SL 

navy 

40 - 

8 fishermen 

arrested 

(3.11.2019) 

2 mechanized 

boats seized 

Their family 

members 

demanded the 

Govt. to rescue 

them 

Fishing beyond 

the International 

Maritime 

Boundary Line 

(IMBL) by SL 

navy 

41 - 

4 fishermen 

arrested 

(4.10.2019) 

1 fiber boat 

seized 

Their family 

members 

demanded the 

Govt. to rescue 

them 

Fishing beyond 

the International 

Maritime 

Boundary Line 

(IMBL) by SL 

navy 

42 - 

18 

fishermen 

arrested 

(4.10.2019) 

8 boats seized 

Their family 

members 

demanded the 

Govt. to rescue 

them 

Fishing beyond 

the International 

Maritime 

Boundary Line 

(IMBL) by SL 

navy 

43 - 

3 fishermen 

arrested 

(17.10.2019) 

1 boat seized 

Their family 

members 

demanded the 

Govt. to rescue 

them 

Fishing beyond 

the International 

Maritime 

Boundary Line 



(IMBL) by SL 

navy 

44 - 

7 fishermen 

arrested 

(11.10.2019) 

2 fiber boats 

seized 

Their family 

members 

demanded the 

Govt. to rescue 

them 

Fishing beyond 

the International 

Maritime 

Boundary Line 

(IMBL) by SL 

navy 

45 - 

4 fishermen 

arrested 

(10.9.2019) 

1 mechanized 

boat seized 

Their family 

members 

demanded the 

Govt. to rescue 

them 

Fishing beyond 

the International 

Maritime 

Boundary Line 

(IMBL) by SL 

navy 

46 - 

5 fishermen 

arrested 

(20.9.2019) 

1 mechanized 

boat seized 

Their family 

members 

demanded the 

Govt. to rescue 

them 

Fishing beyond 

the International 

Maritime 

Boundary Line 

(IMBL) by SL 

navy 

47 - 

4 fishermen 

arrested 

(10.9.2019) 

1 mechanized 

boat seized 

Their family 

members 

demanded the 

Govt. to rescue 

them 

Fishing beyond 

the International 

Maritime 

Boundary Line 

(IMBL) by SL 

navy 

48 - 

1500 

fishermen in 

300 boats 

chased 

away 

(12.9.2019) 

Damaged the 

nets of many 

boats. 

Their family 

members 

demanded the 

Govt. to take 

action. 

Fishing beyond 

the International 

Maritime 

Boundary Line 

(IMBL) by SL 

navy 

49 

Attack on 

fishermen 1 

injured. 

(28.10.2020) 

- 
Damaged the 

nets of 60 boats. 

Their family 

members 

demanded the 

Govt. to take 

action. 

Fishing beyond 

the International 

Maritime 

Boundary Line 

(IMBL) by SL 

navy 

50 - 

4 fishermen 

arrested 

(10.11.2020) 

1 boat seized 

Their family 

members 

demanded the 

Govt. to rescue 

them 

Fishing beyond 

the International 

Maritime 

Boundary Line 



(IMBL) by SL 

navy 

51 - 

15 

fishermen 

arrested 

(11.11.2020) 

1 boat seized 

Their family 

members 

demanded the 

Govt. to rescue 

them 

Boat was under 

repair and 

pushed by the air 

beyond the 

International 

Maritime 

Boundary Line 

(IMBL) by SL 

navy 

52 - 

20 

fishermen 

arrested 

(14.12.2020) 

Their boats 

seized 

Their family 

members 

demanded the 

Govt. to rescue 

them 

Fishing beyond 

the International 

Maritime 

Boundary Line 

(IMBL) by SL 

navy.  

53 - 

36 

fishermen 

arrested 

(16.12.2020) 

5 boats seized 

Their family 

members 

demanded the 

Govt. to rescue 

them 

Fishing beyond 

the International 

Maritime 

Boundary Line 

(IMBL) by SL 

navy.  

54 - 

40 

fishermen 

arrested 

(20.12.2020) 

6 boats seized 

Their family 

members 

demanded the 

Govt. to rescue 

them 

Fishing beyond 

the International 

Maritime 

Boundary Line 

(IMBL) by SL 

navy.  

55 - 

4 fishermen 

arrested 

(21.12.2020) 

1 boat seized 

Their family 

members 

demanded the 

Govt. to rescue 

them 

Fishing beyond 

the International 

Maritime 

Boundary Line 

(IMBL) by SL 

navy.  

56 - 

54 

fishermen 

arrested 

(26.3.2021) 

5 trawlers seized 

Their family 

members 

demanded the 

Govt. to rescue 

them 

Fishing beyond 

the International 

Maritime 

Boundary Line 

(IMBL) by SL 

navy.  

57 - 86 

fishermen 
- - - 



arrested and 

released 

due to 

Corona 

(5.5.2021) 

58 - 

597 boats 

were chased 

at gun point. 

(4.7.2021) 

Damaged 30 

fishing nets. 

The affected 

fishermen 

demanded the 

Govt. to take 

action. 

Fishing beyond 

the International 

Maritime 

Boundary Line 

(IMBL) by SL 

navy 

59 - 

Chased and 

made life 

threat to 

fishermen. 

(18.7.2021) 

Damaged nets of 

30 boats. 

The affected 

fishermen 

demanded the 

Govt. to take 

action. 

Fishing beyond 

the International 

Maritime 

Boundary Line 

(IMBL) by SL 

navy 

60 - 

More than 

200 boats 

were chased 

at gun point. 

(12.8.2021) 

Damaged nets of 

50 boats. 

The affected 

fishermen 

demanded the 

Govt. to take 

action. 

Fishing beyond 

the International 

Maritime 

Boundary Line 

(IMBL) by SL 

navy 

61 - 

Made life 

threat to 

fishermen. 

(6.10.2021) 

Damaged nets of 

most of the facts. 

The affected 

fishermen 

demanded the 

Govt. to take 

action. 

Fishing beyond 

the International 

Maritime 

Boundary Line 

(IMBL) by SL 

navy 

62 

1 fisherman died 

of Sri Lankan 

Navy Vessel 

rammed in to the 

boat.  

(18.10.2021) 

Two 

fishermen 

arrested. 

(18.10.2021) 

Seized 1 

mechanized boat. 

Both the family 

members and 

villagers 

demanded the 

Govt. to rescue 

the dead body of 

the deceased 

and the 2 

arrested. 

Fishing beyond 

the International 

Maritime 

Boundary Line 

(IMBL) by SL 

navy.  

63 - 

23 

fishermen 

arrested 

(15.10.2021) 

- 

Their family 

members 

demanded the 

Govt. to rescue 

them 

Fishing beyond 

the International 

Maritime 

Boundary Line 



(IMBL) by SL 

navy.  

64 - 

28 

fishermen 

arrested. 

(20.10.2021) 

2 trawlers seized. 

Their family 

members 

demanded the 

Govt. to rescue 

them 

Fishing beyond 

the International 

Maritime 

Boundary Line 

(IMBL) by SL 

navy.  

65 - 

More than 

500 boats 

were chased 

at gun point. 

(4.10.2021) 

Damaged nets of 

20 boats. 

The affected 

fishermen 

demanded the 

Govt. to take 

action. 

Fishing beyond 

the International 

Maritime 

Boundary Line 

(IMBL) by SL 

navy 

66 - 

 569 boats 

were chased 

made life 

threat to 

fishermen. 

(2.1.2022) 

One boat sunk 

after collision of 

Sri Lankan Navy 

Vessel and   

damaged nets of 

many boats. 

The affected 

fishermen 

demanded the 

Govt. to take 

action. 

Fishing beyond 

the International 

Maritime 

Boundary Line 

(IMBL) by SL 

navy 

67 - 

 450 boats 

were chased 

made life 

threat to 

fishermen. 

(24.1.2022) 

 Sri Lankan Navy 

Vessel rammed 

into a fishing boat 

sank into the sea 

water. 

The affected 

fishermen 

demanded the 

Govt. to take 

action. 

Fishing beyond 

the International 

Maritime 

Boundary Line 

(IMBL) by SL 

navy 

68 - 

21 

fishermen 

arrested 

(1.2.2022) 

2 boats seized. 

Their family 

members 

demanded the 

Govt. to rescue 

them 

Fishing beyond 

the International 

Maritime 

Boundary Line 

(IMBL) by SL 

navy.  

69 - 

16 

fishermen 

arrested 

(8.2.2022) 

3 boats seized 

Their family 

members 

demanded the 

Govt. to rescue 

them 

Fishing beyond 

the International 

Maritime 

Boundary Line 

(IMBL) by SL 

navy.  

 

 



 


